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Our November 8, 2018 Chapter Meeting will be held at the Memphis Millwork Shop 
for a tour with our guide: David Rhea, Senior Project Manager, Memphis Millwork 

1049 Galloway Ave, Memphis, TN 38105 



 

 
 
The Memphis PerSPECtive is published ten times a year by the 
Memphis Chapter of the Construction Specifications Institute. 
Appearance of products or services, name or editorial copy does 
not constitute an endorsement by the Memphis Chapter of CSI 
nor any of its members. 
 
Circulation of The Memphis PerSPECtive is now limited to access 
on the CSI Memphis website: csimemphis.org. To be included on 
future notifications of the uploaded magazine forward your name, 
mailing address, and e-mail address to the following email 
address: 
 

hansfaulhaber@hotmail.com 
 
 
                                                                                                        
                SUBMITTING ARTICLES 
 
Readers are encouraged to submit articles of interest within the 
construction industry for publishing. Articles on individual projects 
whether currently in design, under construction, or recently 
completed are encouraged.  
 
Any printed articles, photos or program inserts should be 
forwarded to: 

The Memphis Perspective 
Attn: Hans Faulhaber 

hansfaulhaber@hotmail.com 
 

 
 
Articles and images should be submitted in electronic format via 
digital media or email. Microsoft Word documents are required for 
articles, minus tabs and any other formatting . All images must 
include a date and caption. Printed material will not be accepted 
 
 
 

Architects, engineers, contractors, and manufacturers—14,000 

members strong—are in touch with one another through their 

Construction Specifications Institute membership. CSI provides 

contacts in the construction industry as well as provides you up-to

-date information to help you do your job efficiently and effectively.  

Yearly Institute membership fee is $250 plus $40 Memphis 

Chapter fee = $290; Institute membership fee for an Emerging 

Professional is $125 plus $40 Memphis Chapter fee = $165.00; 

and Institute membership fee for students is $30 plus $10 

Memphis Chapter = $40.   

             

Contact:  Richard Hill     richard.hill@basf.com  

                                          662-420-9563     

 At each monthly meeting, the Chapter encourages all members 

to provide a table display of their product and/or services for 

inspection and education of those attending the meeting. After the 

meal and prior to the program, the displayer will be given five 

minutes to address the group. The table display is also 

encouraged to be represented during the social hour and after the 

program for any questions by the attendees.  

The presentation fee for this time is $25.00. 

 

 

Table Top Info. -       Mike Zielinski 
                                   mzielinski@lrk.com 
                                   901-652-5612 

About CSI  
Founded in 1948, the Construction Specifications Institute is a not-for-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of 
construction technology through communication, research, education and service. CSI serves the interests of architects, engineers, 
specifiers, interior designers, contractors, product manufacturers and others in the construction industry.                                                       

www.csinet.org 

CSI Membership                                          Tabletop Displays at Monthly Meetings            

The Memphis PerSPECtive  Information 
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MAGAZINE ADVERTISING 

Advertising in the PerSPECtive will be  discontinued as of June 1, 
2018.  Advertising will be on the website  from that date forward.  



 

 

November 8, 2018 Board Meeting 

     See above for me and place 
 

 

November 11 , 2018 Chapter Meeting 
Chapter Mee ng ‐ TOUR Memphis Millwork Shop 

•    Guide: David Rhea, Senior Project Manager,   

              Memphis Millwork 

•    Tour: Memphis Millwork Shop Tour;                 

              1049 Galloway Ave, Memphis, TN 38105 

GO TO    csimemphis.org  
Everything you need to know about CSI Memphis and more. 

Board Meetings: 5:30pm - Monday preceding Chapter Meeting   
Place: Allen + Hoshall Conference Room 1661 International Dr., Memphis, TN 
38120 

Chapter Meetings: 11:30 am -1:00pm  2nd Thursday of the month                                    
    (except Dec.,April, July)  FIELD TRIP THIS MONTH!!! 
Place: Holiday Inn University of Memphis  Medallion Lounge 
           3700 Central Ave, Memphis, TN 38111 

Cost: $20 for members and guests; $12.50 for students (sponsors may cover student costs) 

CSI Memphis Chapter Meetings 

CSI Memphis Chapter Calendar 2018-2019 

The Memphis PerSPECtive 

CSI Memphis                                            November 2018 Issue                                            3 

November  2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 

 

26 27 28 29 30  

 



 

CSI Memphis Chapter President’s Message 

 

Greetings Memphis Chapter CSI! 

I would like to thank everyone who attended our October 
Chapter Meeting!  For those of you who missed it, Scott 
Guidry and Tim Michael of designshop gave an excellent 
presentation on the Memphis Grizzlies Facilities with a focus 
on Millwork and Lighting.  November’s chapter meeting will be 
Thursday, November 8, 2018.  This meeting will not be at the 
Holiday Inn.  We will tour the Memphis Millwork plant located 
at 1049 Galloway Avenue.  I think this tour will work nicely 
with October’s chapter meeting.  To RSVP to the chapter 
meeting, checkout the events page on the award-winning 
www.csimemphis.org.  

The CONSTRUCT Show wrapped up on October 5th.  Long 
Beach was an amazing host city and I believe our chapter’s 
representatives enjoyed their time on the west coast.  CSI 
Memphis sent four representatives to the Institute Convention; 
our Vice President Susan Evans, Past-President Mike Ziel-
inski and Treasurer Gary White all joined me in Long 
Beach to represent CSI Memphis. Jason Ontiveros and Isaac 
Barrantes also attended representing the University of 
Memphis Student Affiliate.  I’m proud to report that I was very 
impressed with their professionalism at the confer-
ence.    They spent a great deal of time on the expo floor talk-
ing to vendors and other professionals learning how to be-
come better architects. 

This was my fourth year attending CONSTRUCT.  I have pre-
viously visited the shows in Chicago, Austin and Provi-
dence.  As always, I love attending the conference for two 
reasons: education and fellowship.  This year’s education ses-
sions were amazing.  I am proud to say that I was impressed 
with the institute’s commitment to engaging Young Profession-
als in the industry to join the institute and to have the sea-
soned veterans of the field to share their knowledge with to-
morrow’s leaders.  This message was plainly illustrated in my 
two favorite sessions.  First, was the Knowledge Transfer ses-
sion presented by Brok Howard.  This was the first time I’ve 
heard anyone presenting how to work alongside millennials in 
the industry in a positive manner.  As a millennial myself, I 
found it extremely refreshing.  He also challenged the next 
generation of leaders to learn from the predecessors and to 
maintain relationships with the industries veterans along the 

way.  The second session with this focus was the Millennials 
as Successors Panel.  Friend of the chapter, Michael Riscica 
was on the panel along with several other emerging profes-
sionals from around the country.  Cherise Lakeside from 
#LetsFixConstruction led the panel.   

The takeaway from both sessions is that a mutual respect is 
required for these two generations to work together in a pro-
ductive way.    For instance, a Baby Boomer uses a saying, “I 
have ties older than you,” to a Millennial colleague is not pro-
ductive.  It immediately demeans the young professional and 
will force them to search elsewhere for guidance and possibly 
employment.  On the other hand, the Millennials need to be 
more open in their communication with Baby Boomers.  In-
turn, Millennials must recognize that they will be mentoring the 
next batch of young professionals from Gen Z in the same 
way.  In 10 years, Millennials will make up nearly 50% of the 
workforce across our industries and others.  

It makes no sense for Boomers and Millennials to be com-
bative.  It is far more product to work together to elevate the 
profession together. 

The annual Institute Leadership and Business Meetings had 
similar themes to the two sessions I enjoyed the most.  Our 
CEO, Mark Dorsey, has done an excellent job of righting the 
ship over the past few years.  He has implemented changes to 
the website that were long overdue and has hired an outside 
consultant to help chapters bring in new members and retain 
existing members.  This initiative is called the Dynamic Chap-
ter Program, or DCP for short.  You can volunteer to be one of 
our chapter’s representatives in this program by checking out 
www.csiresources.org/ .  Our very own Carlie Massery has 
volunteered to represent the Little Rock Chapter and will dou-
ble as our chapter representatives for now as well.  I think that 
the institute is on the right path and I think our chapter is as 
well.  CONSTRUCT always energizes me to improve the 
Memphis Chapter of CSI.  As your chapter’s President, I will 
continue to work my hardest to improve the content we deliver 
to our members.   

CSI is the best kept secret in the industry, and we need to 
change that.  One theme that continued across the entire con-
ference was that everyone singing praises about CSI was 
speaking to the choir.  Now it is time to come home and 
spread the word about the Institute.  I would like to challenge 
every member to bring a friend or colleague to the next chap-
ter meeting.  Volunteer your time.  We have no shortage of 
committees to join and a slew of great events planned over 
the remainder of the fiscal year.  Want to get involved?  Email 
us at info@csimemphis.org.  If you don’t have the time to vol-
unteer but still want to help, donate to the Morrison Scholar-
ship Fund and help provide opportunities to the next wave of 
AEC professionals. 

        Jeffrey Parnell, AIA, CSI 

The Memphis PerSPECtive 
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JEFFREY PARNELL, CSI, AIA    

CSI MEMPHIS CHAPTER  PRESIDENT 



 

CSI Memphis Notices 

The Memphis PerSPECtive 

CSI Memphis                                            November 2018 Issue                                            5 

The Memphis PerSPECtive is currently searching 
for an Editor.  If you are interested in becoming 

the Editor of this award winning publication 
please call Hans at (901) 326-9937! 

CSI MEMPHIS MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Architects, engineers, contractors, and manufac-
turers can be in touch with one another through 
their Construction Specifications Institute mem-
bership. CSI provides contacts in the construction 
industry as well as provides you current infor-
mation to help you do your job efficiently and ef-
fectively.  Annual Institute membership fee is 
$250 plus $40 Memphis Chapter fee = $290; In-
stitute membership fee for an Emerging Profes-
sional is $125 plus $40 Memphis Chapter fee = 

$165.00; and Institute membership fee for stu-
dents is $30 plus $10 Memphis Chapter = $40.  
The Memphis chapter serves 107 members, with 
Britton Herring and Marie Hayes joining CSI in 
August.                                                              
 

Contact: Richard Hill  
richard.hill@basf.com 

662-420-9563 

INVITE A FRIEND OR COLLEAGE 



 

CSI Memphis Mission Statement  
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Officers: 

President: Jeffrey Parnell  

President Elect: Open 

Vice President: Susan Evans 

Secretary: Lisa Namie, Architect 

Treasurer: Gary White, Architect 

Past Pres: Julie Fleming 

UM Student Pres: Jason Ontiveros 

 

 

Board of Directors: 

Tommy Smith, RA: 2016-2019 

Sara Hawkins: 2016-2019 

Mike Zielinski, CCCA : 2017-2020 

Michael Ragsdale: 2017-2020 

Carlie Massery: 2018-2021 

BJ Brillard: 2018-2021 

2018-2019 CSI Memphis Officers and Board of Directors 

CSI Memphis Mission Statement  
In order to enhance the process of creating and sustaining 

the built environment,  Memphis Chapter CSI: 
 

Provides opportunities for persons in the design and construction                    
industry to receive cutting edge information regarding construction              

documents and practices;   
 

Promotes members career advancement and enhancement of leadership  
and communication skills; and supports students aspiring                             

to design and construction careers. 
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Jeffrey Parnell                              
Sara Hawkins 
Susan Evans 
Tommy Smith and Hans Faulhaber    
Jim Neison  
Mike Zielinski  
Pamela Davidson and Richard Hill 
Mike Zielinski 
Wally Bostelmann 
Jim Neison  
Matt Bogosian and Jeremy Dollar 
Carl Drennan 
Hans Dietrich Faulhaber 
Richard Hill 
Julie Fleming and Jeffrey Parnell 
Hans Faulhaber and John Bigham 
Mike Zielinski and Jeffrey Parnell 
Jeffrey Parnell and  Julie Fleming 
Dirk Veteto  
Julie Fleming and Kate Haywood 
Jeffrey Parnell and  Julie Fleming 
Hans Dietrich Faulhaber 
John Bigham and Jim Neison 
Jeffrey Parnell 

Academic Affairs: 
Awards: 

Banquet/Christmas: 
Certification: 

Chapter Operations: 
Conference/Conventions: 

Database: 
Education: 
Fellowship: 

Finance: 
Golf Tournament: 

Historian: 
Magazine Editor: 

Membership: 
Nominations: 

Planning: 
Products Display Show: 

Programs: 
Publicity: 

Scholarship: 
Table Top: 
Technical: 

Bylaws / Operating Guide: 
     Web Management:  

2018-2019 Committee Chairs 

If you are interested in volunteering for service on any of these  

committees or if you have any ideas you would like to discuss with 
committee chairs– do not hesitate to call! 



 

 

The following members have anniversaries this month: 

Joe Buntyn      11/03/16     2 Years  

Susan Evans              11/22/16              2 Years 

Kate Haywood      11/30/17     1 Year 

Bernard Zawada     11/03/04    14 Years 

THANKS FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION! 
Congratulations on your anniversary and thanks for participating!! 
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CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS             by Hans Dietrich Faulhaber, Architect, CSI, CDT 

The Memphis PerSPECtive 

  CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 

This article explores various aspects of what we use in the field called: construction documents also referenced as Contract Documents.  
Also this article will begin to explain why we need them, who uses them and why.  This article will also convey the nature of contract docu-
ment organization (but not how to organize…) and what is included in the construction document set for a given project. This article will also 
briefly address the “quality management” aspects of creating a set of construction documents. An upcoming reprised article will address 
quality in greater detail. 

Why Contract Documents are Necessary 

Before understanding what is required to produce a clear, concise, consistent, complete and coordinated set of construction documents, 
one should first understand why they are being generated in the first place. This knowledge might impart the “whys” of what information is 
logically listed and required to complete the mission.  

 The first reason is to document the understanding between a client and designer of what was agreed upon in the design process.  The 
preparation of construction documents represents the culmination of the design process leading to actualization of the documented 
design. In other words: the project will be built from the contract documents. The written construction documents are the contractual 
means and resulting rules to be followed when the project construction commences. 

 The second reason is to obtain approval by the authority having jurisdiction.  A person can not secure a building permit without a draw-
ing. For virtually any project, something tangible establishing the project parameters in some graphic manner is required for review by a 
code official leading to the issuance of a permit to construct that project. This is universal in every industrialized nation and city. 

 A third reason is so the contractor can establish the cost of the project.  In establishing the cost the contractor “takes off” all of the com-
ponents indicated in the contract documents and prices all of the components and equipment listed in the written contract documents 
thereby establishing a cost to be agreed upon with the owner of the project.   

 A fourth reason is for the lending institution to determine the scope and value of the project leading to making a loan whether it be con-
struction or permanent for the project. Without the funds to construct the project, it can not be realized. 

 A fifth reason is, once the financing is in place and the contractor has been hired, the project can be built to the parameters established 
in the contract documents.  The floor plan can be laid out with the dimensional and material aspects adequately conveyed on paper to 
the artisan in the field putting the project together. 

 A sixth reason is that the construction documents often serves as the starting point for the “as built” or “record” documents that the 
contractor will convey to the owner upon completion of the project.  All projects have deviations from the initial contract documents and 
those deviations are required by contract to be annotated on the documents for use by the owners’ facility and grounds staff for ordi-
nary building maintenance after project completion. The documents at this point in time become a road map for the maintenance per-
sonnel to use. Otherwise they would not know how a given pipe is routed or where critical reinforcement is located in a slab. 

 

The Construction Specifications Institute has their 3 C’s of construction documentation: Clear, Concise and Complete. There are two other 
C’s that are equally important and an argument can be made for them being more important applicable to the construction documentation of 
a project. Those additional C’s are: Consistent and Coordinated.  

The benefits of consistency in technical documentation should be very obvious but sometimes are not.  A mention later in this paper about 
the simplification of abbreviations and the use of one and not multiple for a given note are not without merit.  There is often more than one 
person who will be assigning prices to individual components leading to a project cost. They are members of a team looking for specific 
information to establish the project cost. Consequently an abbreviation could have an entirely different meaning from one estimator to anoth-
er and thus a different cost. 

The benefits of a coordinated set of documents are obvious.  A ten inch duct will not fit in an eight inch wall. One need not be in the con-
struction industry to realize that fact.  However, if there is no diligent attention paid to the inter-relationship of the engineering and architec-
tural documentation a missed coordination opportunity will surely ensue and costly it will be if caught in the field. There are many techniques 
to accomplish this mission: paper overlay, computer overlay, redi-check etc. Regardless of the method, the cost of a project will be directly 
affected by the level of coordinated documentation released for construction. 

In conclusion, the detailed aspects of the construction documentation will have a very real affect on the successful conclusion of the project 
in reality.  The more attention to detail paid on paper to the project, the fewer questions that will arise during the course of construction, 
leading to less confusion and a greater understanding of the designer’s design intent. The goal therefore is to produce clear, concise, com-
plete and coordinated documentation for use by all parties to the project.  
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CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS -continued                                      
CONTINUED FROM PAGE  9 

  CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 

Quality Management 

Quality Management in standard architectural practice includes two facets.  One is the quality measures put in place by the firm while the pro-
ject is in the documentation stage.  These consist largely of standards for documentation, constant review, refinement and coordination of the 
contract documents. The other is the quality Management effort exerted by the architect during the construction phase of the project. Both are 
interdependent and absolutely necessary for a first class project. 

In the office,  Quality Management, as related to the preparation of architectural documentation, is defined as an intensive review of the con-
tract documents to ensure all components required to construct the building have been addressed either graphically (the drawings) or verbally 
(the specifications). Quality Management attempts to ensure the documents are cross-coordinated with the associated engineering disciplines 
appropriate to the project as well as between the graphic documentation (the drawings) and verbal documentation (the specifications).  

The process of “Redicheck Interdisciplinary Coordination” was developed in 1987 by William T. Nigro and is a copyrighted process developed 
for the purpose of decreasing the amount of errors and omissions claims in construction projects.  Reportedly, 50% of all change orders are 
directly attributable to errors and omissions in the contract documents.  Consequently any reduction in this percentage caused by the thorough 
review of contract documents prior to their release for implementation in the field has value. The process used in most architectural offices is 
the system developed by Mr. Nigro or a hybrid.  The goal, however, is exactly the same. 

Quality Management as related to the construction of the building generally consists of observations and reports on those observations.  The 
reports are intended to monitor the construction activity, comment on the status of construction as related to the project schedule and to com-
ment on the level of quality and adherence to the contract documents being achieved in the field.  The frequency of reporting varies but is 
typically once a month coinciding with the Application for Payment review.   

 

Purpose 

Quality Management is intended to mitigate constructive problems encountered in the field and to attempt to eliminate any vague or otherwise 
unclear aspects of the contract documents.  Quality Management is a process beginning in the Schematic Design Phase and carried through 
to the Construction Administration Phase of the project.  

There is no single person who could assume the responsibility for ensuring the quality of any project.  Thus, the process is a shared responsi-
bility between the Project Manager, Project Architect, Specifications Writer, Job Captain (head drafter) and the Construction Administrator. 
Other individual Quality Management resources include the engineering staff, other Construction Administrators and the Principals. 

From their experience, each of these individuals will review the documents, marking the corrections to be made, questioning annotations or 
details and generally reviewing the status of the graphics and the coordination between disciplines.  

Typical areas of review include: 

Graphics: ensuring the drawings legible from a pictorial aspect, and are clear, concise and complete. 

Annotation: ensuring the notes and other symbols on the drawings are legible, coordinated with other referenced drawings and the specifica-
tions, consistent, clear and complete. 

Constructability and Detailing: ensuring the indicated detailing is buildable and the end result meets the designer’s intent. 

Coordinated: ensuring the various systems are properly integrated into the work of the project with little or no conflict between or with engi-
neered systems. 

Code Review: a thorough review of the code information listed on the documents to ensure compliance. 

Consistent Project Scope: verifying that all trades are indicating the same scope of work and that the owner/contractor responsibilities are 
uniform throughout the Documents. 

This activity has been called “Ready Check” in the past. Typically, though this activity took place close to the end of the Construction Docu-
ment phase and was performed by the more established and experienced personnel in a given firm. With the advent of the computer, this 
process is ongoing as the documents are much more forgiving relative to change virtually at any time in any given phase.  

 

Preparation of Contract Documents 

In today’s digital documentation environment, where the computer has replaced all other forms of manual graphic communication preparation, 
contract documents begin their life in schematic design phase and are completed at the end of the construction documents phase of any given 
project.  Prior to computers, contract document preparation began at the close of the design development phase where all of the design pa-
rameters had been worked out sufficiently to provide detailed documentation of the intended final product. In this day, the contract document 
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CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS-continued                                  

backgrounds can be prepared more or less immediately and updated constantly to whatever the current program requirements are including 
minor and major changes to the design. What follows is a listing of what issues are important per design stage, that is to say what is appropri-
ate documentation for the given phase. This is an overview only. Latitude should be given relative to the documentation for the specific needs 
of projects beyond the scope of this discussion.  

The phases of an architectural project and potential document design outcome are: 

 Phase I:   Schematic Design: basic design very flexible; design change encouraged 

 Phase II:  Design Development: fixed design relatively flexible design ore fixed; less susceptible to change; the Scope of Work is set at this 
phase 

 Phase III: Construction Documents: fixed design; flexibility compromised 

 Phase IV: Bidding and Negotiation: design change not recommended 

 Phase V:  Construction Administration: change results in increased cost 

These phases are commonly referred to as the architect’s Basic Services.  An Estimate of Probable Construction Cost accompanies each de-
livered package per phase. Additionally those cost estimates are updated for each successive phase. 

An explanation of what constitutes each phase is not the subject of this article.  However, an overview of the issues relating to documenting a 
project for construction is.  With this in mind, the following list, what follows is a general guideline for the preparation of contract documents. 

 

General Guidelines for Construction Documentation 

The following guidelines apply to all facets of the contract documents.  In some areas rules might not have yet been established to follow.  In 
those instances it is recommended the standards be established so everyone working on the project is on equal footing. These are guidelines, 
yes. But they are guidelines that are established and represent good practice in the architectural industry. 

 Follow ALL office standards if they exist. If they don’t exist they should be established so there is a systematic process to compiling con-
tract documents. 

 Cartoon the set of documents prior to commencing the work.  This will allow the project manager to “see” where the project is headed and 
to understand the intricate details required to be accomplished. This should be standard practice in all offices. 

 When annotating contract documents do not make “glittering generalities: such as: “See Specs”. All aspects of the drawings are related to 
the specifications and singling out certain references to the specs in inconsistent and can lead to confusion of requirements. 

 When annotating contract documents do not make “glittering generalities: such as: “See Structural” (or any other discipline) unless there is 
something related to the particular component in the particular discipline to which the reader is directed that amplifies or further clarifies the 
condition to which you refer.  Make certain that a reference of this sort is backed up by the information you intend or confusion will ensue. 

 Do not make reference to drawings that are not included in the contract document set without a compelling reason. Typically if there is a 
reference of this nature the referenced documents should be issued concurrently with the contract documents to avoid confusion. 

  Avoid “similar” detail notations; most often there are significant deviations that cause those “similar detail notifications” to be not so similar 
and thus confusing. 

 Avoid the note “As required”. For example: “Demo wall as required for new door” is ambiguous.  The note “Opng for new door” with a lead-
er pointing to the wall in question with graphic identification of the area for the new opening will suffice, not be ambiguous and direct the con-
tractor to the work “required”. Identify the wall type if it is unclear for the demo “required”.  “Required” implies specific instruction which typically 
are referenced or are not available. 

 If you use abbreviations be sure they are listed in the abbreviations list. The use of two abbreviations for the same component is confus-
ing.  Further, the use of two abbreviations for the same component where neither is listed in the abbreviations list is confusing. 
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CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS-continued     
 Clearly note where appropriate if a component is owner furnished and how it is to be installed; it will be assumed by contractors that all 
other components are to be furnished under the general contract and will be priced accordingly. 

 Clearly delineate new work from existing work; clearly delineate new construction from existing construction. 

 If you do not know how to detail or delineate something: ASK someone.  Do not make anything up: do not “reinvent the wheel”. 

 For notations, the more times the note shows up, the more opportunities for errors. This means if notes are duplicated they are to be veri-
fied accurate and appropriate for the detail or condition referenced. If, or as the detail gets larger do not duplicate notes from a drawing of 
smaller scale. 

 Be consistent in nomenclature. Examples: do not say “Built up roof” in one location and “Membrane roofing” in another; or worse do not 
note: “Fully adhered EPDM roofing on protection board over polyiso insulation”. In the case of roofing, if there are multiple types on the project 
simply annotate: Roofing type 1, Roofing type 2, etc. The specifications will address the particulars of the systems. If there is only one system 
note Membrane roofing at all locations where that applies. Another example is Storefront systems or Curtain wall systems. State “Storefront” 
system or simply “Storefront” instead of: “Anodized aluminum storefront framing with 1” insulating glass”. Both the finish type and glass types 
can change requiring drawing revisions which could (or likely will) be missed. The point is to keep the annotation simple and consistent. 

 Do not deviate from the office standards without cause. The reason office standards exist is to decrease the time it takes to produce the 
documents and the standards have been tested over time and updated or modified as needed; and to make sure the same object is shown the 
same way when used multiple times or when indicated by different team members or consultants. To be clear, concise, complete, and correct 
in all that you draw and specify will provide the clarity and consistency that will ensure a smoother less traumatic building experience at a cost 
that was anticipated and not regenerated and recapitulated by unanticipated changes to the work. 

 

Contract Document Organization 

Contract documents are organized in an industry standard sequence of images similar to the way Specification sections are organized in an 
industry standard sequence of divisions of components (per CSI MasterFormat).  The general Contract Document set of drawing organization 
is noted in the current  CSI MasterFormat reference manual. One particular change is that site work is now found at the end of the contract 
document set where in the recent past those documents were generally found at the beginning of the contract documents. 

Some offices might have variations in this set organization but suffice it to say that all  disciplines will be included in any given project as appli-
cable to the project documentation needs. Small projects, for example might combine certain engineering disciplines onto fewer sheets in order 
to more efficiently convey the information to the contractor. Larger projects may have even more documentation included such as kitchen 
equipment drawings (either for reference or to be included in the contract) for medical dietary departments or furniture if not included. 

Contract Documents are essentially our collective way of life.  They are what serve as the basis for the work that we do, whether documenting 
or constructing. That being said, if the design team has produced Contract Documents that are clear, concise, complete, correct, consistent 
and coordinated everyone on the construction team should be in a position to adequately comply with the requirements specific to their disci-
pline.  This can only be achieved when everyone on the documentation team understands the need for Contract Documents having these fea-
tures and the constructive team understands the importance of following them. 

The level of quality and care given to the preparation of a set of contract documents is absolutely critical to the successful completion of the 
project in the field.  With more dedication and attention to detail the construction documents will provide a better project with fewer construction 
issues at less cost for your client.  A successful project that satisfies your client’s needs in terms of product and cost is the goal.  After all it is 
not what you-the designer- gets out of the project: it is what your client gets out of it.   

Hans Dietrich Faulhaber, Architect, CSI, CDT ©2018 
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Highlights and Reports from the CSI Conference in Long Beach, California  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Gary White, Mike Zielinski, Susan Evans and Jeffrey Parnell displaying our awards! 
 

Attending CONSTRUCT 2018 was not what I expected but actually much more. As a first time attended to 
this convention, I was pleasantly surprised at how tight knit this community of CSI really is. As chapter VP, 
I attended the Leadership Meetings and met not only the Board Chair, Ellen Crews, but also the CEO 
Mark Dorsey! Of course top of the list news that Mark received a standing ovation for,  was that we 
would not have to pay anything for AIA Provider status  - a very heated topic at our Memphis chapter 
board meetings! YAY!  
 

Seminars and panel discussions were also quite enlightening- not only pertaining to my industry topics 
like new standards for gauged porcelain tile, waterproofing, concrete & moisture remediation, but sever-
al topics and panels that addressed “millennials “, and how by 2025, they will make up 75% of the work 
force! While most seem reluctant to hire them due to lack of knowledge or experience, CSI has seemed 
to wrap themselves around it wanting to welcome them in to mentor & teach them in our industry to re-
fresh & gain new perspective from their eyes.  
 

Lastly, I was very proud to be part of a chapter that received some nice awards at the Honors & Awards 
Ceremony - Communication Award to Jeffrey Parnell for our Memphis Chapter website, and for your 
hard work and dedication, the chapter publication, Perspective, as well as Outstanding Chapter Com-
mendation award!  

 Susan Evans, CSI 
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Paul Doherty, AIA, CSI, president and CEO of Digit Group presented a Thought Leader Session 
on The Digital Transformation of Specifications, which was a dense and interesting exploration of the 
fundamental problems underlying the use of Revit for BIM data collection, the need for digital data man-
agement of facilities and urban infrastructure at the municipal level, the need to develop a city operating 
system and the future of public internet access. 

Mr. Doherty was part of the software team that developed Revit and stated it was never intended to be 
the digital model to manage specification data, and that this capability was added into it later. He advo-
cates for a reconsideration of the taxonomy of the classification system within,  and suggests this  be led 
by AEC professionals rather than software designers. 

Doherty advocates for local Authorities Having Jurisdiction require building owners to provide three di-
mensional, geospatially located data sets of their properties for aggregation at the municipal level. Mr. 
Doherty presented an example from Atlanta, where it has been legislated and is being implemented. The 
data set is useful for traffic planning, fire and police dispatch and site deployment. Mr. Doherty advo-
cates that this virtual digital twin of  the built  environment is superior for autonomous vehicle manage-
ment over on board vehicle cameras and sensors, which  he  stated should be used as a secondary 
safety feature. 

Apple and Amazon have developed the home automation market and are beginning to enter the con-
struction market, primarily through prefabricated modular structures with high speed internet access built 
in. Mr. Doherty suggests that cities need to develop open source city operating systems and standards 
in advance of Apples’ SIRI and Amazon’s Alexa defining the operating environment based on their pro-
prietary systems. Finally, Mr. Doherty demonstrated a new exterior LED light fixture. This fixture is 
unique in that it introduces LIFI, utilizing pulses in the light wave length to carry data traffic. The initial 
product is faster than current WIF as it operates at the  speed of light, rather than radio waves. 

Gary White, AIA, CSI 

Here are photos of our chapter awards! 



 

Construct 2018 was by far an experience I will never forget. The opportunity to attend this event has given me great in-
sight into the architectural industry. The whole time I was there I kept wishing my peers were with me. I feel like we all 
need to be exposed to this event as part of our education. It is extremely important for the young generation to become 
more involved in the CSI Program and get more acquainted with the industry. It has definitely opened my eyes to see the 
importance of learning construction specifications for my future as an architect. Sadly, like many of our mentors said, in 
today's schools many young students know so little about construction specifications even though it is a big part of the 
architectural world. The Young Professionals Program was by far one of the highlights of our trip. We got the opportunity 
to have different mentors who gave us advice for school and motivation to keep pushing forward. Overall, to me, the 
highlight of this trip was the care the CSI Memphis chapter leaders gave to us during this event. We felt part of them; we 
felt involved and important, and most importantly we felt like we were accepted into their world. That feeling alone is in-
spirational to any young professional looking to be part of a family: the CSI family! 

                                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

Jeffrey, Mike, Susan & Gary                Jason making connections                 Isaac and Jason enjoying the convention 
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More Highlights and Reports from the CSI Conference in Long Beach, California  

Isaac Barrantes, AIAS, SCSI 

University of  Memphis 

CSIS Vice President 
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CERTIFICATION 

Read the  
Construction Specifier Magazine 

On Line at csinet.org 
Or get your copy by  

joining CSI 

Become Certified! Take the CSI Certification Exams! 

CDT-Construction Document Technologist 

CCCA-Certified Construction Contract Administrator 

CCS-Certified Construction Specifier 

CCPR-Certified Construction Product Representative 
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ODDS AND ENDS 

OOPS! I SUSPECT THIS PAIR OF DOORS IS RATED DUE TO THE WIRE GLASS THAT HAPPENS TO BE INSTALLED.  SO WHERE IS 
THE ASTRAGAL? THAT’S QUITE A GAP BETWEEN THOSE DOORS.  BUT THE PURPOSE OF THIS SHOT IS  REALLY TO PUT THE MIS-

MATCHED HARDWARE ON DISPLAY. WHY WOULD ANYONE THINK THIS IS OK?? 

         TENNESSEE         MISSISSIPPI STATE                                            UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS 

GAME DAY LUNCHEON AT ALLEN & HOSHALL 
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EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATIONS   
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Current Dempsey B. Morrison Scholarship Recipients 

 

CHRISTIAN  AYOUB 

 

JASON ONTIVEROS 


