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The Memphis PerSPECtive is published ten times a year by the 
Memphis Chapter of the Construction Specifications Institute. 
Appearance of products or services, name or editorial copy does 
not constitute an endorsement by the Memphis Chapter of CSI 
nor any of its members. 
Circulation of The Memphis PerSPECtive includes over 500 
people consisting of members of the Memphis Chapter of CSI, 
members of the Memphis AIA Chapter, CSI Regional editors, the 
CSI Institute and other interested persons nationwide. To be 
included on future mailings, forward your name, mailing address, 
and e-mail address to the following address: 
 

The Memphis PerSPECtive 
P.O. Box 172349 

Memphis, TN 38187-2349 
 

You may also access a complimentary copy of The Memphis 
PerSPECtive online at www.csimemphis.org.  
   
                                                                                                        
                         

SUBMITTING ARTICLES 
Readers are encouraged to submit articles of interest within the 
construction industry for publishing. Articles on individual projects 
whether currently in design, under construction, or recently 
completed are encouraged.  
 
Any printed articles, photos or program inserts should be 
forwarded to: 

 
 

The Memphis Perspective 
Attn: Danny Clark 

danny62clark@gmail.com 
Or hansfaulhaber@hotmail.com 

 
Articles and images should be submitted in electronic format via 
digital media or email. Microsoft Word documents are strongly 
preferred for articles, minus tabs and any other formatting . All 
images must include a date and caption. If printed photographs 
are submitted, please include SASE 
 
 

MAGAZINE ADVERTISING 
The advertising rates for 10 issues of The Memphis PerSPECtive 
in printed version and as published in the CSI Memphis Chapter 
website (www.csimemphis.org) are as follows:                                   
        
5 Issues   10 Issues 

One-Eighth Page      $100         $   200 
One-Fourth Page      $200         $   400 
One-Half Page          $400         $   800 
Full Page                  $ 800         $1,600 

Get your company’s name in front of a variety of industry 
professionals—check out our magazine’s circulation.   
 
Advertising Info. Contact - Jay Sweeney (901) 260-9670                   
Email: jsweeney@brg3s.com 

Architects, engineers, contractors, and manufacturers—14,000 

members strong—are in touch with one another through their 

Construction Specifications Institute membership. CSI provides 

contacts in the construction industry as well as provides you up-to

-date information to help you do your job efficiently and effectively.  

Yearly Institute membership fee is $250 plus $40 Memphis 

Chapter fee = $290; Institute membership fee for an Emerging 

Professional is $125 plus $40 Memphis Chapter fee = $165.00; 

and Institute membership fee for students is $30 plus $10 

Memphis Chapter = $40.   

             

Contact:  Richard Hill     richard.hill@basf.com  

                                          662-420-9563     

  At each monthly meeting, the Chapter encourages all members 

to provide a table display of their product and/or services for 

inspection and education of those attending the meeting. After the 

meal and prior to the program, the displayer will be given five 

minutes to address the group. The table display is also 

encouraged to be represented during the social hour and after the 

program for any questions by the attendees.  

The presentation fee for this time is $25.00. 

 

 

Table Top Info. -       Mike Zielinski 
                                   mzielinski@lrk.com 
                                   901-652-5612 

CSI-Memphis Bulletin Board 

CSI            
www.csinet.org 

Founded in 1948, the Construction Specifications Institute is a not-for-profit technical organization dedicated to the advancement of 
construction technology through communication, research, education and service. CSI serves the interests of architects, engineers, 
specifiers, interior designers, contractors, product manufacturers and others in the construction industry. 

Membership                                                            Tabletop Displays at Monthly Meetings                   

The Memphis PerSPECtive  Information 
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Nov 2  Board Meeting  5:30 pm  Allen + Hoshall office 

Nov 12  Chapter Meeting   “Contemporary Lighting Controls”  Michael LaMountain, PE 

Dec 7  Board Meeting  5:30 pm  Allen + Hoshall office 

December  Annual Christmas Social  Date 12/17 from 5-8:30 at Central BBQ Downtown! 

Jan 11  Board Meeting  5:30 pm  Allen + Hoshall office                      

Jan 14  Chapter Meeting  “What is Quality?”  Hans Dietrich Faulhaber, Architect 

Feb 8  Board Meeting  5:30 pm  Allen + Hoshall office 

Feb 11  Chapter Meeting  Panel Discussion, Topic: The State of Contract Document Quality. 

March 7  Board Meeting  5:30 pm  Allen + Hoshall office 

March 10  Chapter Meeting  Trends & Changes in Tile Installation presented by Chip O’Rear  

April 11 Board Meeting  5:30 pm  Allen + Hoshall office 

April  CSI Build/IT 2016  Date TBD 

May 9  Board Meeting  5:30 pm  Allen + Hoshall office 

May 12  Chapter Meeting  NFPA 285 Presentation by Pecora Corporation’s Steve Lawrey  

June 6  Board Meeting  5:30 pm  Allen + Hoshall office 

June  Annual Awards Banquet  Date TBD 

 



 

CSI-Memphis Bulletin Board 
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NOVEMBER 2015 CHAPTER MEETING 
 

THURSDAY  November  12, 2015 

5:30 Social Hour, 6:00 Dinner, 7:00 Program 

The Racquet Club; 5111 Sanderlin Ave.   Memphis, TN 38117 

“Contemporary Lighting Controls”   
Michael LaMountain, PE of Johnson McAdams Firm, PA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$25.00 for members and non-members; $12.50 for students        

(non-shows will be billed-note that the program only is at no charge).             

For reservations, contact Pam Davidson at 901-261-4671  

or email at pdavidson@allenhoshall.com 

Or reservations may also be made on-line at www.csimemphis.org using PayPal. 

GO TO    

 csimemphis.org  

Everything you need to know about CSI Memphis and more. 

The presenta on is a broad overview of the state of commer-

cial ligh ng controls.  Discussion includes why ligh ng con-

trols are used and how they are chosen.  Includes summaries 

of technologies, specifica ons and cost es ma on. Intended 

audience includes anyone in the building construc on indus-

try that may be interested in how ligh ng controls are 

used.   Learning unit is one PDH compliant only with self-

repor ng jurisdic ons or organiza ons.  
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CSI Memphis Chapter President’s Message 

For Membership, Fellowship and Leadership 
 Call a CSI Leader Today and Volunteer 

Hans Dietrich Faulhaber, 
Architect   
CSI Memphis  
Chapter President  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Greetings Memphis Chapter CSI!! 
 
Our program this month features Michael LaMountain, who 
will present his program on contemporary lighting controls- 
a title that may change. This program will be a relatively 
technically oriented presentation that will provide infor-
mation for the design professional, material supplier, gen-
eral contractor and sub-contractor alike. Please plan to 

attend and bring along a friend. We do not 

have a program in December but we do have a Christmas 
Social currently being planned by our very own Susan Ev-
ans that will be a fun gathering of our membership.  
The current plan is to gather at the downtown Central BBQ 
location for our social.  Additional details will be available at 
a later date. 
 

I have begun a NEW MEMBER INITIATIVE and hope 

to increase our membership to once again claim the title of 
largest chapter in the state.  It shouldn’t be that difficult- if 
every member would recruit one new member our chapter 
would be 216 members strong.  At the time of this writing 
we are 16 members shy of being the largest chapter. 
Nashville is the largest chapter if you were wondering and 
we are second to them. That seems to happen a lot so let’s 

buck that trend and recruit new members!! 

 
This month’s articles features the fourth in a series of arti-
cles, some previously published and recently revised, 
on the management of projects.  This article defines what 
Contract Documents what they are and why we need them. 
This is the article preceding my article on quality in our in-
dustry specifically related to construction documentation. 
As I have indicated previously I will present this article in a 
PowerPoint presentation in January and follow that up with 
a panel discussion in February all on the subject of quality 
in our documentation. 
 

I also want to encourage you to make a donation 
to our Dempsey B. Morrison Scholarship Fund.  CSI Mem-
phis in partnership with the University of Memphis provides 
two scholarships that fully fund the tuition for the two se-
lected students for one year.  This can eliminate a financial 
hardship that might exist and in turn provide peace of mind 
to the student allowing them to focus on their studies and 
not fund raising activities. Please consider a donation to 
this very worthy endeavor. If I can donate to this very    
worthy fund…so can you! 
 
Once again I thank you for the opportunity to serve the 
chapter in this honorable position.  I am humbled by the 
history of this chapter and its membership, past and pre-
sent and hope to have an effective, productive and mean-
ingful term.  My phone is always open so if you have ques-
tions, comments, recommendations or simply suggestions 
give me a call.  I’ll see you at our next meeting! 
 

Hans Dietrich Faulhaber, Architect 
The University of Tennessee 



 

CSI Memphis Student Chapter 

 
Volunteer to mentor a student  

in our CSI Memphis  

Student Chapter. 

Contact  

Scott Guidry 
scott@designshop-arc.com     

 

President 

Nestor Lobos 

Fourth Year BFA Architecture 

Treasurer 

Jordan Jafar 

Fourth Year BFA Architecture /  

BFA Interior Design Student 

 Secretary 

Brandon Vineyard 

Third Year BFA Architecture Student 

Vice President of Community 

Jules Byers 

Second Year BFA Architecture / 

BFA Interior Design Student 

Vice President of Industry 

Lorenzo Rodriguez 

Second Year BFA Architecture /   

BFA Interior Design Student 

Faculty Advisor 

Tim Michael 

Graduate Liaison 

Jeremy Dollar 

Second Year Masters Architecture 
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          From Wally Bostleman’s lecture to the 
Model Building Workshop, the month of October 
has proven to be a successful and eventful 
month. CSI bowling night was a big success, 
thank you to everyone who came out and 
congratulations to the top three scorers of the 
game! 

 Next up for November, we have the 
Crosstown Collaboration site visit with AIAS and 
IIDA on the 13th, the Archiletes Volleyball 
Tournament and a guest lecture by Michael 
Cardone. 

 

As always, thank you for supporting CSI-S! 
Here’s to a great month! 

 

The CSI-S Team 

Jordan Jafar 



 

Construct 2015 
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Construct 2015 

John Bigham 

The Construct Shows offer four and a half days of educa-

tion seminars and a trade show. The seminars are well run 

and informative and the trade show gives an opportunity to 

see and touch what one would otherwise see only on the 

screen or in a catalog. This is to be expected. What is most 

memorable is the unexpected. For Construct 2015 in St. 

Louis, I will highlight three events which were most memo-

rable for me. 

The seminar Wednesday morning ‘James Buchanan – 

Bridging the Father of Waters’ was about the Eads Bridge 

across the Mississippi at St. Louis. It was designed by 

James Buchanan Eads and opened in 1874. Although I 

have no professional interest in bridges, I do have a per-

sonal interest and recently read a book on the Brooklyn 

Bridge opened a decade later. The Eads Bridge is a three-

span arch truss bridge and was unusual because of its use 

of steel, cantilevers during construction and caissons 127’ 

into the river bed. Not only did the seminar cover the 

bridge, but it also touched on the history of transportation in 

the United States and the history of St. Louis. Also covered 

were the political, economic, and natural factors that influ-

enced the selection of the Eads Bridge site. 

Wednesday afternoon was one of two technical tours – 

‘The St. Louis Public Library Restoration: Blending of the 

Old and the New’. The Andrew Carnegie St. Louis Public 

Library, designed by Architect Cass Gilbert, was originally 

opened in 1912. In 2012, the library was reopened after a 

$70 million restoration and renewal project. The restoration 

project preserved the intricate design of a century ago 

while providing for better lighting, more efficient HVAC, 

accessibility and changes in how libraries operate in the 

21st Century. It also earned a host of the world’s most pres-

tigious design awards. It is impossible to adequately de-

scribe this magnificent structure without pictures. See 

http://central.slpl.org/index.html . 

The St. Louis Chapter Event Thursday night was called ‘A 

Night of Mirth, Mystery & Mayhem’ at the St. Louis City 

Museum with the world's craziest indoor playground. Set 

aside any preconceptions of what a museum should be. It 

is described by the museum as follows: 

Housed in the 600,000 square-foot former Interna-

tional Shoe Company, the museum is an eclectic 

mixture of children’s playground, funhouse, surre-

alistic pavilion, and architectural marvel made out 

of unique, found objects. The brainchild of interna-

tionally acclaimed artist Bob Cassilly, a classically 

trained sculptor and serial entrepreneur, the muse-

um opened for visitors in 1997 to the riotous ap-

proval of young and old alike. Cassilly and his 

longtime crew of 20 artisans have constructed the 

museum from the very stuff of the city; and, as a 

result, it has urban roots deeper than any other 

institutions’. Reaching no farther than municipal 

borders for its reclaimed building materials, City 

Museum boasts features such as old chimneys, 

salvaged bridges, construction cranes, miles of tile, 

and even two abandoned planes! 

Included are a wire cage arch through which you can climb 

to go from a tower to an upper floor of the building and nu-

merous sides, inside and out, two of which are ten-story. 

While climbing through playground I wished I had my 

grandchildren with me and was wearing blue jeans. I en-

couraged Hans and Mike Z to participate with kind texts 

such as, “You better go over the wire tunnel across the sky 

before dark,” and “Just did 10 story slide. Don’t speak to 

me unless you do the same.” Again, words are inadequate. 

Go to http://www.citymuseum.org/pages/about-us-

creative/ . 

GO TO    
 csinet.org  

Everything you need to know about CSI . 



 

Construction Documents    what they are and why we need them      

The Memphis  PerSPECtive                      November 2015 Issue                                             8 

Contract Documents 

what they are and why we need them 
By Hans Dietrich Faulhaber, Architect, CSI, CDT ©2015 

This article explores various aspects of what we use 
in the field to realize our projects called: construction 
documents or Contract Documents. The reader will 
learn why we need them, who uses them and why.  
This article will also convey the nature of contract 
document organization and what is included in the 
construction document set for a given project. Next 
month we will address the quality aspects of creating 
contract documents in detail. 

 

What are Contract Documents? 

Simply put Contract Documents are those documents 
that comprise a contract. Contract Documents are the 
instruments of service generated and produced by a 
designer and ultimately used by the contractor to 
build the project that is documented. In a construction 
contract the owner-contractor agreement, conditions 
of the contract, i.e. general, supplementary and other 
conditions, graphic plans or drawings, technical spec-
ifications, all addenda, modifications as well as any 
changes to them, together with any other items stipu-
lated as being specifically included comprise the Con-
tract Documents.   

 

For our discussion the Contract Documents will be 
limited to the drawings and technical specifications to 
which they relate.  Other contract issues such as 
agreements and conditions, addenda and modifica-
tions are subjects for another article.  Simply put we 
will be talking about the “plans and specifications”. 

 

Why Contract Documents are Necessary 

Before understanding what is required to produce a 
clear, concise, correct and complete set of construc-
tion documents, one should first understand why they 
are being generated in the first place. Having this 
knowledge will reveal the will enable the preparer to 
more fully understand the information that should be 
included.  

 

The first reason is to document the understand-

ing between a client and designer of what was 
agreed upon in the design process.  The preparation 
of construction documents represents the culmination 
of the design process leading to actualization of the 
design on paper: the documented design. The project 
will be built from the contract documents which con-
sist of drawings, technical specifications for the com-
ponents found on the drawings and the written con-
tract forms. The written contract forms are the con-
tractual means and resulting rules to be followed 
when the project construction commences. 

 

The second reason is to obtain approval by the 
authority having jurisdiction.  Building construction in 
urban environments is regulated by code and authori-
ties who enforce those codes. Depending on the 
complexity of a given project a drawing or set of 
drawings or set of fully detailed contract documents 
are required.  This will enable the code office to un-
derstand the contemplated construction project. The 
code authority reviews the drawings to verify compli-
ance with the building code adopted by the municipal-
ity. This process culminates in the issuance of a per-
mit to commence with the construction of the project. 

 

Reason number three is so the contractor can es-
tablish the cost of the project.  In this process the 
contractor “takes off” all of the components indicated 
in the contract documents and assigns prices to all of 
the components and equipment listed in indicated on 
the drawings and described in the technical specifica-
tions. The result of this process will establish the pro-
ject cost.  

 

 A fourth reason is to convey the detailed aspects 
of the design to the sub-contractors and artisans who 
will be providing and installing the materials, compo-
nents and assemblies that make up the design of the 
project.  Without this information all work would be 
speculative and so would the costs. With this infor-
mation detailed pricing can be ascertained by those 
other than the general contractor. 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 9 
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Construction Documents    what they are and why we need them     

The fifth reason is for the lending institution to 
determine the scope and value of the project. The 
documentation will serve as the basis for the lender to 
determine a value of the project and further to deter-
mine the amount of risk they will be willing to accept 
for the project-the amount of money the lending insti-
tution will make available to build it. This will be re-
quired because without the funds to construct the pro-
ject, it cannot be realized. This assumes the Owner is 
not self-funding the project. 

 

The last reason and perhaps most important to 
the Owner is that the construction documents often 
serve as the starting point for the “as built” or “record” 
documents that the contractor will convey to the own-
er upon completion of the project.  All projects have 
deviations from the initial contract documents and 
those deviations are required by contract to be anno-
tated on the documents during construction for use by 
the owners’ facility and grounds staff for ordinary 
building maintenance after project completion. (The 
documents are commonly required to be maintained 
monthly and are a prerequisite to approval of the Ap-
plication for Payment submitted by the contractor.) 
The documents at this point in time become a road 
map for the maintenance personnel to use. Otherwise 
they would not know how a given pipe is routed or 
where critical reinforcement is located in a slab. Note 
that I am sure there are other reasons.. 

 

Preparation of Contract Documents 

In today’s digital documentation environment, where 
the computer has replaced all other forms of manual 
graphic communication preparation, contract docu-
ments begin their life in schematic design phase and 
are completed at the end of the construction docu-
ments phase of any given project- all in the digital do-
main.  Prior to computers, contract document prepa-
ration began at the close of the design development 
phase where all of the design parameters had been 
worked out sufficiently to provide detailed documenta-
tion of the intended final product. AND it was all com-
piled by hand usually on paper where changes tend-
ed to be laborious. Today the contract document 
backgrounds can be prepared more or less immedi-
ately and updated constantly to whatever the current 
program requirements are including minor and major 
changes to the design. What follows is a listing of 

what issues are important per design stage or phase 
related to change management in construction docu-
ments: 

 

The phases of an architectural project and potential 
document design change outcomes, usually directly 
related to dollar values, are: 

Phase I:   Schematic Design: basic design very 
flexible; design change encouraged 

Phase II:  Design Development: fixed design rela-
tively flexible design more fixed; less susceptible to 
change; the Scope of Work is set at this phase 

Phase III: Construction Documents: fixed design; 
flexibility compromised 

Phase IV: Bidding and Negotiation: design 
change not recommended 

Phase V: Construction Administration: change 
results in increased cost 

 

These phases are commonly referred to as the Archi-
tect’s Basic Services.  An Estimate of Probable Con-
struction Cost accompanies each delivered package 
per phase. The cost estimates are updated for each 
successive phase. 

An explanation of what constitutes each phase is not 
the subject of this paper.  However, an overview of 
the issues relating to documentation organization is. 
The remainder of this article will discuss the Contract 
Document organizational structure.   

 

Contract Document Organization 

Contract documents are organized in an industry 
standard sequence of images similar to the way 
Specification sections are organized in an industry 
standard sequence of divisions of components. What 
follows is a simplified listing of the document order by 
discipline with a very brief explanation of what would 
be included documentation wise:  

 Informational:  often containing pertinent code in-
formation. 

 

 
Continued on page 10 
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 Life Safety:  indicating the paths of egress in the 
building. 

 Civil:  engineering related to the civil aspects of 
the project. 

 Landscape:  indicating the proposed plantings 
and vegetation. 

 Architectural:  floor plans, elevations, sections 
and details. 

 Interior Design: floor plans and details indicating 
finish materials. 

 Structural: floor plans and details indicating the 
structure of the building. 

 Plumbing: floor plans and details indicating the 
supply and drainage features of the building. 

 Fire Protection: floor plans and details indicating 
the fire protection layout. 

 HVAC: floor plans and details indicating the 
HVAC supply and return features of the building. 

 Electrical: floor plans and details indicating the 
electrical equipment and  layout of the building. 

 Low Voltage: floor plans and details indicating the 
low voltage features of the building. 

 

Variations in this set organization are to be expected 
but suffice it to say that all of the bulleted disciplines 
will be included in any given project as applicable to 
the project documentation needs. Small projects, for 
example might combine certain engineering disci-
plines onto fewer sheets in order to more efficiently 
and clearly convey the information to the contractor. 
Larger projects may have even more documentation 
included such as kitchen equipment drawings, pro-
cess equipment or even furniture drawings. 

 

For technical specifications the reader is directed to 
the CSI MasterFormat for the overall organization of 
those documents. Generally most projects have a 
Project Manual. The difference in a Project Manual 
and a set of technical specifications is that the Pro-
ject Manual will include the contract forms that will be 
required to be executed once the contractor has 
been selected and a price for the project has been 

agreed upon by all parties. The specifications will 
consist of technically oriented written descriptions of 
materials, equipment, construction systems, stand-
ards and workmanship. 

 

Contract Documents are essentially our collective 
way of life.  They are what serve as the basis for the 
work that we do, whether we are documenting or 
constructing. That being said, if the design team has 
produced a set of Contract Documents that clearly 
delineate and describe the project requirements then 
everyone on the construction team should be in a 
position to adequately comply with the requirements 
specific to their discipline.  However, this can only be 
achieved when everyone on the documentation team 
understands the need for Contract Documents hav-
ing these features and the construction team under-
standing the importance of following them. 

 

The level of quality and care given to the preparation 
of a set of contract documents is absolutely critical to 
the successful completion of the project in the field.  
With more dedication and attention to detail the con-
struction documents will provide a better project out-
come with fewer construction issues at less cost for 
your client.  A successful project that satisfies your 
client’s needs in terms of product and cost is the 
goal.  After all it is not what you-the designer- gets 
out of the project: it is what your client gets out of it.   

 

Hans Dietrich Faulhaber, Architect, CSI, CDT ©2015 

 

 



 

CSI Memphis Mission Statement 
In order to enhance the process of creating and sustaining the built environment,  

Memphis Chapter CSI: 

Provides opportunities for persons in the design and construction industry to receive cut-

ting edge information regarding construction documents and practices;  promotes members 

career advancement and enhancement of leadership and communication skills; and sup-

ports students aspiring to design and construction careers. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Architects, engineers, contractors, and manufacturers 
can be in touch with one another through their Con-
struction Specifications Institute membership. CSI 
provides contacts in the construction industry as well as 
provides you current information to help you do your 
job efficiently and effectively.  Annual Institute mem-
bership fee is $250 plus $40 Memphis Chapter fee = 
$290; Institute membership fee for an Emerging Pro-
fessional is $125 plus $40 Memphis Chapter fee = 

$165.00; and Institute membership fee for students is 
$30 plus $10 Memphis Chapter = $40.  The Memphis 
chapter serves 107 members, with Britton Herring and 
Marie Hayes joining CSI in August.                                               
 

Contact: Richard Hill  
richard.hill@basf.com 

662-420-9563 

Construction Documents    what they are and why we need them  Page 5 of 
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NEED BOARD VOLUNTEERS!!! 

NEED SCSI MENTOR VOLUNTEERS!!! 

 VOLUNTEER!!! 
IT DOESN’T HURT! 



 

Tell me again part 3   © 2015, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC 
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In "Tell me again part 1" we looked at how proper use 

of reference standards can reduce the amount of text re-

quired by making those standards part of the specifica-

tions. In "Tell me again part 2" we saw how proper use 

of Division 01 can eliminate repeated requirements in 

specification sections in other Divisions. Now let's look at 

redundancies found on drawings and in specifications. 

One of my favorite stories showing the importance of coor-

dination of drawings and specifications is about documents 

we received from a landscape architecture consultant. The 

number of large trees is commonly indicated on the draw-

ings by images that can be counted; for example, large 

maple trees would be represented by tree stamps (or the 

digital equivalent), one per tree. Another way to show the 

quantity of trees or other vegetation is a schedule on the 

drawings that shows the number of plants of each type. A 

third method also uses a schedule, but one in a specifica-

tion section rather than on the drawings. In this story, a 

landscape architect had used all three methods, so we had 

tree stamps, a schedule on the drawings, and a schedule 

in the specifications.  Each showed a different number of 

maple trees. 

Another example of information appearing both in the 

specifications and on the drawings comes from structural 

engineers. I don't know if this is universal, but the ones I 

work with like to put a lot of information on their drawings. 

In most cases I don't have a problem with that, but the 

same engineers typically edit specification sections that 

contain some of the same information. And, as you might 

expect, it differs from what is shown on the drawings. 

 

 

 

Finally, elevator specifications written by elevator consult-

ants commonly specify the number of floors, the number of 

stops, the number of doors on each floor, the locations of 

doors, the type of door operation, and the travel distance - 

all of which can be ascertained from the drawings. 

These three examples are fairly obvious, yet persist. Other 

redundancies are hidden in the many drawing notes; they 

repeat or conflict with information found elsewhere on the 

drawings, or with information in the specifications. 

I believe many of the problems we see come from an hon-

est effort to make sure the job gets done correctly. Most of 

the time, team members don't understand how construction 

documents should be organized, what should go in which 

document, and how to state requirements; they also are 

not sure what other team members are doing. Each person 

tries to make sure everything is covered, by entering infor-

mation in many places. The result is a hodgepodge of 

notes, which often disagree with each other 

Design professionals are justifiably concerned about con-

tractors' ability to coordinate subcontractors; they should 

be just as concerned about coordinating the location and 

format of the information that appears in the contract docu-

ments. 

© 2015, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC 

Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at 

http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/  
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Dempsie B. Morrison Scholarship Fund, Inc. 
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Dempsie B. Morrison Scholarship Fund, Inc. 
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CSI Memphis Chapter Leadership 

President:                             Hans Dietrich Faulhaber, Architect 
President Elect:                    Open NEED VOLUNTEER!!! 
Vice President:                     Richard Hill, PE 
Secretary:                             Wendy Cooper 
Treasurer:                             John Bigham, RA 
Past President:                     Mike Zielinski, CCCA 
UM Student President:         Nestor Lobos 
Board of Directors:               Charles Cooper, CCCA 
                                             Tommy Smith, RA 
                                             Jim Snyder  
                                             Pam Davidson 
                                             Julie Varnado 
                                             Jeffrey Parnell  
Academic Affairs:                 Scott Guidry / Wally Bostelmann 
Awards:                                Dennis Elrod / Jeffrey Parnell 
Banquet/Christmas:             Susan Evans 
Certification:                        Open NEED VOLUNTEER!! 
Chapter Operations:            Jim Neison / Carl Drennon 
Conference/Conventions:    Mike Zielinski 
Database:                            Pamela Davidson / Tommy Smith 
Education:                           Mike Zielinski 
Fellowship:                          Wally Bostelmann 
Finance:                              Jim Neison / Carl Drennon 
Golf Tournament:                Open NEED VOLUNTEER!! 
Historian:                             Carl Drennon 
Magazine Ads:                     Jay Sweeney 
Magazine Editor:                  Danny Clark 
Membership:                        Richard Hill 
Nominations:                        Hans Faulhaber 
Planning:                              Charles Cooper / John Bigham 
Products Display Show:       Scott Guidry / Wendy Cooper 
Programs:                            Mike Zielinski / Hans Faulhaber 
Publicity:                              Randall Haynes / Hans Faulhaber 
Scholarship:                         Julie Varnado / Chris Byrd 
Table Top:                            Mike Zielinski 
Technical:                             Hans Faulhaber 
Bylaws & Operating Guide:  Open NEED VOLUNTEER!! 
Web Management:               Scott Guidry 
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