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The Memphis PerSPECtive is published ten times a year by 
the Memphis Chapter of the Construction Specifications 
Institute. Appearance of products or services, name or 
editorial copy does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Memphis Chapter of CSI nor any of its members. 

Circulation of The Memphis PerSPECtive includes over 275 
people consisting of members of the Memphis Chapter of 
CSI, members of the Memphis AIA Chapter, CSI Regional 
editors, the CSI Institute and other interested persons 
nationwide. To be included on future mailings, forward your 
name and address and a check for $25.00 to the following 
address: 

The Memphis PerSPECtive 
P.O. Box 172349 

Memphis, TN 38187-2349 
You may also access a complimentary copy of The Memphis 
PerSPECtive online at www.csimemphis.org. 

THE MAGAZINE 

THE INSTITUTE 
Construction Specifications Institute 

99 Canal Center Plaza, Suite 300 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

www.csinet.org 
Founded in 1948, the Construction Specifications Institute is 
a not-for-profit technical organization dedicated to the 
advancement of construction technology through 
communication, research, education and service. CSI serves 
the interests of architects, engineers, specifiers, contractors, 
product manufacturers and others in the construction 
industry. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Architects, engineers, contractors, and manufacturers—
19,000 members strong—are in touch with one another 
through their Construction Specifications Institute 
membership. CSI provides contacts in the construction 
industry as well as provides you up-to-date information to 
help you do your job efficiently and effectively.  Yearly 
Institute membership fee for Professional, Industry, or 
Associate is $210 plus $30 Memphis Chapter fee = $240; 
Institute membership fee for Intermediate is $95 plus $30 
Memphis Chapter fee = $125.00; and Institute membership 
fee for students is $26 plus $10 Memphis Chapter = $36. 
 

Membership Info. - Dirk Veteto 

MAGAZINE ADVERTISING 
The advertising rates for 10 issues of The Memphis 
PerSPECtive in printed version and as published on the CSI 
Memphis Chapter website (www.csimemphis.org) are as 
follows: 

 5 Issues 10 Issues 
Business Card Size $   100 $   175 
One-Fourth Page $   245 $   430 
One-Third Page $   330 $   575 
One-Half Page $   490 $   860 
Full Page  $   900 $1,600 

Get your company’s name in front of a variety of industry 
professionals—check out our magazine’s circulation. 

Advertising Info. Contact - Greg Campbell  

For contact information on any Board Member or 
Committee Chair, see inside the back cover for a complete 

listing including phone and fax numbers as well as 
available email addresses. 

SUBMITTING ARTICLES 
Readers are encouraged to submit articles of interest within 
the construction industry to The Memphis PerSPECtive for 
publishing. Articles on individual projects whether currently 
in design, under construction or recently completed, are 
welcome. Any such article and its related photographs must 
be submitted... 

before the 20th of the month preceding publication 
...in order to meet production deadlines. Any articles, 
submissions or program inserts should be forwarded to the 
following address: 

The Memphis PerSPECtive 
Attn: Kamesha Hervey 

1631 Foster Avenue 
Memphis, TN 38106 

email: khervey@lrk.com 
Articles and photographs are requested to be submitted in 
electronic form on disk or by email. Microsoft Word 
formatting for articles is most appreciated. If paper 
photographs are forwarded, please note if the originals are to 
be returned.  

Magazine Info. Contact - Kamesha Hervey 

TABLE TOP DISPLAY AT MEETINGS 
At each monthly meeting, the Chapter encourages Industry 
Members to provide a table display of their product and/or 
services for inspection and education of those attending the 
meeting. After the meal and prior to the program, the 
displayer will be given three minutes to address the group. 
The table display is also encouraged to be represented during 
the social hour and after the program for any questions by 
the attendees.  

The presentation fee for this time is $75.00. 

Table Top Info. - John Bigham 
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Schedule At A Glance 

Please visit csimemphis.org for the latest 
information on all CSI Memphis Chapter activities. 

APRIL 2008 

All about the Institute, the Chapter, the Magazine 
 and Table Top Displays at Meetings 
This Month’s Chapter Meeting 
Schedule at a Glance  
President’s Message 
Student President’s Message 
April Membership Meeting 
CSI Student Affiliate: The University of Memphis 
On Target with Better Business Bureau 
Mr. Wolfe Goes To Washington 
CSI Memphis Membership Report 
Memphis Chapter Leadership 07’-08’ 

Thursday, April 17, 2008 
 

The Spaghetti Warehouse 
40 W. Huling Ave. 

Memphis, TN 38103 
(901) 521-0907 

 

“GIS Transformation: Leaping 
Out of the Box” 

 
Presented By: 

 Della Adams 
GIS Program Manager—City of Memphis 

Information Services 
 

Social 5:30pm—6:30pm 
Dinner 6:30pm—7:30pm 
Program 7:30pm—8:30pm 

 
 Cost Per Member or Guest:  $20  
  Cost per Student:  $10     
 

 *Reservations are requested three days in advance. 
       Call Pam Davidson (901) 261-4671 for reservations  

01—Convene Fellowship Committee 

02—Gulf States Region Leadership 
Conference—Pensacola, Florida 

08—Spec Wizards at 12 noon (Zinnie’s East) 

12—Board of Director’s Meeting at 5:30 pm, 
(The Bar-B-Q Shop) 

15—CSI Memphis Chapter Meeting        
(Spaghetti Warehouse, 40 W. Huling Ave.) 

 

 10—Spec Wizards at 12 noon (Zinnie’s East) 
 
14—Board of Directors Meeting at 5:30p,  
(The Bar-B-Q Shop) 
 
17—CSI Memphis Chapter Meeting 
         5:30p Social, 6:30p Dinner, 7:30p Meeting 

           (Spaghetti Warehouse, 40 W. Huling Ave.) 

MAY 2008 



the right direction. 
 
On behalf of all of my fellow students I 
would like to thank to all of the Products 
Display Show vendors that were so kind 
and donated material for the student 
booth. Namely I want to extend my 
thanks to Farrell-Calhoun Paints, 
Sherwin Williams Paints, B-Way, The 
Lighting Source, Unistrut of Memphis, 
Memphis Chain and Cable and Shelby 
Electric Company. Without the help of 
all of these our booth would not be 
possible.  
 
On March 27th the student group, along 
with the Memphis USGBC chapter visited 
the Marvin Windows Plant in Ripley, 
Tennessee. I am very enthusiastic about 
this event and believe it will be a great 
‘hands on’ education for our second year 
students.  
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President’s Message 

The spring months brought new exciting 
events and responsibilities for the 
architecture student crew. School 
approaches its final phase and it seems 
like the final weeks will provide plenty 
of opportunities to work into the late 
night hours. On the bright side, I feel like 
nothing can surprise us – students- 
anymore! We are ready to fight the exam 
windmills once again. 
 
To let all of you know, I believe the 
NAAB accreditation visit to the 
Architecture Program was a success. 
Now, more than ever, we are ready to 
Rock-n-Roll! As the NAAB committee 
expressed in their final report, they were 
pleasantly surprised and delighted to see 
all of the student as well as faculty work. 
Of course, we are not slowing down, 
there were a few points on their list we 
have not yet met, however, and overall, 
their visit brought up encouragement and 
assurance that our program is moving in 

Enjoy the spring! I will 
see you at the next 
chapter meeting. 

Student President’s Message 

We just wrapped up our 33rd annual 
Products Display Show.  I was able to 
talk with nearly all the exhibitor, and 
they had many positive comments.  More 
than one said it was the best show he had 
been to.  This is the biggest show east of 
the Rockies, and I am not sure that those 
of us who have lived most of our lives in 
Memphis appreciate just what we have 
here.  We owe a great debt of gratitude to 
Ron Roberts and his staff of volunteers 
who tirelessly put on the show. 
 
Speaking of volunteers, you will hear it 
said of volunteer organizations, "90% of 
the work is done by 10% of the 
members."  I am not sure where our ratio 
lies, but I would like to even it out.  We 
have people like Ron Roberts who do the 
same thing each year and have the 
routine refined to perfection.  We have 
others like Kamesha Hervey who without 
even having been on the committee 
before had the entire responsibility of 
editorship dumped on her, but shined 
nevertheless.  There is also the core 
group who has been in CSI for many 
years and gone through most of the 

leadership positions, putting in many 
many hours each year.  On the other hand 
there are members who do nothing but 
attend an occasional meeting, and there 
are some who we never see.  Occasionally 
we give a position to a new member or 
one who has not been very active.  The 
member is overwhelmed by the 
responsibilities and burns out.  The 
following year, there is a new chairman 
who must learn all the responsibilities 
from scratch. 
 
Ideally, every committee should have a 
chairman and a cochairman.  The 
cochairman should learn and share in the 
responsibilities.  He will be ready to take 
over the following year as chairman and 
choose another cochairman.  (Perhaps we 
should use the term 'vice chairman' rather 
than 'cochairman'.)  With chairmen, 
cochairmen and committeemen, there less 
work for each person, but still much 
experience to be gained.  The reality is 
that it is difficult to fill all the chairs, and 
we usually do not get all the co-chairs 
filled. 
 

To the new 
member and 
marginally active 
member: 
Volunteer.  Right 
now we have 
openings for 
chairmen in the 
Awards and Table 
Top committees, 
openings for 
cochairmen in most committees, and 
openings for members in all committees.  
If you are interested, contact me or the 
committee chair. For fiscal year 08-09, 
which starts July 1, there are many more 
openings.  If you are interested in FY09, 
contact Present Elect Gary Copeland 
gcopeland@hbginc.com.  He has put 
together a slate of officers, on which we 
will vote at the Chapter Meeting, April 
17.  He also will be filling the 
chairmanships.  You will find serving in 
CSI Memphis a rewarding experience.  
You will have the opportunity to learn 
what to do at the Gulf Coast Region 
Leadership Conference here in Memphis 
August 15 and 16. 

John Bigham, AIA RRC CCS  
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The Spaghetti Warehouse 
(40 W. Huling Avenue) 

 
The Spaghetti Warehouse 

Menu 
 

 

House salad, sourdough bread,  
and choice of soft drink 

  

Choice of entree: 
Spaghetti Feast 
Chicken Alfredo 

Chicken Parmesan 
Lasagna Platter 

  

Choice of Desert: 
Cheesecake, turtle cheesecake, 
tiramisu, lemon berry tiramisu, 
brownie, or chocolate sundae 

Exterior Materials 
Construction Products 
4555 Damascus Rd. 
Memphis, TN 38118 
Phone 901-368-0620 
Fax: 901-368-0440 

 

 Your Architectural Division 7 SpecialistYour Architectural Division 7 Specialist  
*Distributing Dow Corning Silicone!! 

      **Rep/Distributor Carlisle-Syntec  
Single-Ply Roof Systems 

 
 Waterproofing * 3M Firestopping * Concrete Repair &  
Protection * Deck, Roof & Wall Coatings * Expansion  
Joints * Caulking & Sealants * Membrane Roofing * 

1717 KIRBY PARKWAY, SUITE 200 . MEMPHIS, TN 38120 
 

 PHONE: 901.321.5494     FAX: 901.321.5493 
 

www.spectrumlightco.com 
 

The Mid-South’s Authorized                                   Representative 

Della Adams, GIS Program Manager 
for the City of Memphis Information 
Services is a long time Memphis 
resident born in Wuhan, China.  Della 
has a Masters Degree in Geography/
Geographic Information Systems from 
the University of Memphis and has 
been working in the field of 
information technology and 
Geographic Information Systems for 
over 12 years. Ms. Adams’ main area 
of focus has been in GIS analysis, 
statistical analysis and information 
technology implementation.  In her 
current position for the City of 
Memphis, Ms. Adams is responsible 
for the development and management 
of an Enterprise GIS platform to serve 
as a central portal for data management 
and web-base GIS applications and 
establishing GIS and GIS related 
technology policies for the City.  
Previously with the Memphis Regional 
Chamber of Commerce she held 
positions in various capacities 
including Director of Information 
Services and Director of the Memphis 
Technology Council and Technology 
Business Development.  Della Adams 
also serves several local area 
community and professional 
organizations. She is Founder/Past 
President of the Memphis Area 
Geographic Information Council, a 
Board of Director for the YWCA of 
Greater Memphis, a Board of Director 
of Women in Technology of the Mid-
South and an adjunct Instructor at 
Southwest Tennessee Community 
College.  Mrs. Adams is married and 
has one son.  

The next chapter meeting will be April 
17th  beginning at 5:30 pm at the 
Spaghetti Warehouse, 40 West Huling 
Avenue. The program will be “GIS 
Transformation: Leaping Out of the 
Box” and will be presented by Mrs. 
Della Adams, GIS Program Manager for 
the City of Memphis Information 
Services. The City of Memphis has 
transformed the way it leverages 
Geographic Information Systems 
technology.  The new model aligns and 
integrates GIS within the business 
processes of the City via an Enterprise 
GIS portal based on the most current 
technology in the industry.  Now, instead 
of challenges in keeping track of and 
maintaining all the data silos, 
accessibility to GIS technology is 
centralized and user-friendly. Web-based 
GIS solutions stemming from this 
transformation have dramatically 
extended the usability of GIS beyond 
traditional technical people to all types 
of users via web-based applications 
requiring no higher level of skills than 
being able to use an Internet browser.  
The City’s GIS platform has also 
transformed the way the public can 
access land information and data from 
local government. GIS data and analysis 
capabilities are now available through 
the City of Memphis’ Internet mapping 
portal.  The planned future expansion of 
capabilities includes the ability to do 
transactional functions such as 
downloading information directly.  What 
does that mean to the business sector?  
No wasted time searching for 
information; no wasted time at the 
mapping counter.   

April Meeting: “GIS Transformation: Leaping Out of the Box” 
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2008 CSI Memphis Products Display Show  

The gentlemen of MSA,Inc, from left to 
right—Jack Moran, Jeffrey Hochstrate, 

Adam Matusz, and Lee Haag 

Jim Gallagher, Anna Nail, Chuck Trost, and 
Millie Mester of The Brandon Company 

Mike Robbins and Barry Howard of Tuscany 
Tile & Stone 

The gentlemen of Tamko, Cory Sweet (left) and Ed Autry (right) Wes Kaye of The Rulon Company 

From left to right—Lisa Turner, Nikki Cammon, 
and Mark Plank of Hilti 

The gentlemen of Fypon, from left to right—John Schrack and Brad Cass 
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2008 CSI Memphis Products Display Show  

CSI Memphis Products Display Show 2008-
Agricenter Showroom 

“A Time to Register” - Professors Sherry Bryan 
and Michael Hagge 

Our All-Time Favorite Architecture Students 

Fun at the Show—From left to right, Kyle___, Kelly 
May, Maya Brewer and Kate Bidwell 

Guests help themselves to a delicious barbeque buffet 

Memphis Chapter President John Bigham chats with 
University of Memphis Architecture student Hope Martin 

Student Affiliate President Alzbeta Bowden chats 
with U of M Alumni Steven Vicars, also pictured 

O.B. Harris, Jr. 

Guests mingle at this year’s student booth 
display—”Great Job Students!” 
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Gulf States  
Region  

Conference 2008 
 

The GSR Conference will be 
held here in  

Memphis  in August of 08.  If 
you would like to be on the 
committee, please contact 

Danny Clark at 901-774-8150 or 
x at 901-774-7327 or email at 

ndidanny@bellsouth.net. 

CSI Memphis Chapter Operating Guide 

Question. What is the Memphis Chapter 
Operating guide ? 
Response. It is a 34 page set of 
instructions and/or guidelines for Officers 
and Committee Chairmen which has been 
established through the contributions of 
seasoned members.  All this information 
has been thoroughly reviewed and 
approved by the Memphis Chapter Board 
of Directors.  The ultimate goal of 
establishing, continually reviewing and 
updating these instructions is to make the 
job a little easier for incoming Officers and 
Committee Chairmen.  It is also frequently 
referred to by current Officers and 
Committee Chairmen when a question 
arises relating to their particular area of 
responsibility.   
 
The basic axiom is “you don’t have to 
reinvent the wheel” - by taking advantage 
of the experience of previous members and 
your job can be a little easier.  
 
The process of reviewing and updating the 
Operating Guide has been an ongoing 
process  and is nearing completion.  
Recognizing the importance of the Guide, 
this has been a top priority of the Chapter 
leadership for the last 3-4 years. Currently, 
only 7 sections remain to be reviewed and 
approved by the Board.  
 
Question. Just what is in the Operating 
Guide and how can I access the 
information ? 
Response. The basic Operating Guide is 
available on the Memphis Chapter website 
at csimemphis.org.  Fortunately the 

website does reflect all the recent updates, 
and should be completely updated when 
the process of reviewing and approving is 
completed.  
 
Question. It appears that you are 
“reinventing the wheel”, why not just 
publish a copy from another chapter ? 
Response. Because we have the honor of 
having the most comprehensive Operating 
Guide in the Gulf  States Region, maybe in 
the entire Institute.  Also, the information 
is only relevant to the Memphis Chapter, 
not every chapter operates in the same 
manner.  Although, other Chapters have 
asked to copy ours to provide some initial 
guidance to their chapter leadership.  
 
Question. When will the Guide be 
completely reviewed and approved by the 
Board ? 
Response. My personal goal is to complete 
the work by mid-year, with September 
being the outside date for completion.  
 
As a footnote, the 
Memphis Chapter 
Operating Guide is issued 
to every Officer and 
Committee Chairman each 
year when the new 
leadership group has its 
orientation session. 
 
Byron M. Graves, 
Operating Guide 
Chairman 
 



     
 PAINTING 
 WATERPROOFING 

  CAULKING   
                 EPOXY FLOORING 
  

Superior Coatings & Sealants, 
Inc. 

 
FedEx Forum  *  Reed Arena Texas A&M  *  ASU Bioscience 
Dassault Falcon Jet  *  Baptist Hospital  *  St. Jude  *  Malco 

     Kellogg’s Plant  *  Panda Exhibit  *  Nike 
Shelby County Library  *  UT Medical Group  *  Kroger     

Federal Express  *  Uptown Square Apartments  *  Costco    
The Peabody Hotel  *  Schnucks  *  Rhodes College   

Forrest City Prison  *  Golden Moon Casino  *  Albertson’s 
Nissan Plant  *  Shiloh Foods  *  Medtronics  *  Sharp 

 
Distribution Centers:  Future Electronics  *  Williams Sonoma  
Freightliner  *  General Motors  *  UPS  *  Carhart  *  BMW 
Lucent Tech  *  Proctor & Gamble  *  Apollo Paper  *  Bosch 
Suzuki  *  Con-Agra  *  Brother  *  Hewlett Packard  *  Honda 

Barnes & Noble  *  Diesel Recon  *  Mazda  *  Best Buy 
Accredo Health  *  Cell Genesys  *  DFW Trade Center 

Patterson Warehouse  *  Pfizer  *  GlaxoSmithKline  *  Cintas 
 

Contact AIA Memphis - your local  
distributor - at (901) 525-3818 
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President’s Message Continued 

 

Distributing For: 
• Dow Corning Silicone Sealants 
• Dow Corning Parking Structure Sealants 
• Vulkem/Tremco Polyurethane Sealants 
• Tremco Waterproofing Products 
• Polyguard Waterproofing Membranes 

To leaders and active members: 
Speak to our new and inactive 
members.  At chapter meetings 
and in your offices talk to them 
about participation and leader-
ship.  Make sure each person feels 
welcomed at chapter meeting.  
The entire roster was published in 
the March PerSPECtive, and if 
you want to know who the new 
members are, any of a number of 
officers or I can give you that 
information.  This may be a good 
time to mention that there will be 
openings for vice chair for various 
regional committees for those 
interested in serving the Gulf 
States Region.  Contact Keith 
West keith@westarchspec.com. 
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CSI Memphis Student Affiliate: The University of Memphis 
CSI Memphis  
Student Affiliate 
Products Display 
Show Booth 
 
This year’s booth show-
cases the talents and tre-
mendous effort put forth by 
the students of the Univer-
sity of Memphis Architec-
ture Program in a most 
dynamic way.  Students 
proved that they not only 
talk the talk by the walk the 
walk of sustainability at its 
finest having constructed 
this impressive display 
from hundreds of discarded 
paint cans donated by Sher-

win Williams and 
Farrell-Calhoun 
Paints.  Hats off to 
a jobwell done 
and a heartfelt 
thanks to the 
many other gener-
ous sponsors who 
contributed to this 
awesome display.  

Photos Courtesy of 
Mario Walker, CSI 
and Hope Martin, CSI 
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AIA Memphis Update: A Celebration of Architecture 
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On Target With the Better Business Bureau (BBB) 
The Truth about IRS Economic 
Stimulus Payments 
 
According to the IRS, an estimated 130 
million taxpayers will be eligible to receive 
the 2008 Economic Stimulus Payment or 
tax “rebate.” This includes about half a 
million Tennesseans who normally aren’t 
required to file a tax return but are 
recipients of Social Security or Veterans 
Affairs benefits. The IRS will begin 
issuing these economic stimulus payments 
in May 2008. 
 
This week the IRS began mailing special 
information packages, called Package 
1040A-3, to people who may qualify for 
the payment but who normally aren’t 
required to file a tax return. The 10-page 
tax package, designed specifically for these 
recipients, contains everything needed to 
file a 2007 tax form immediately, 
including the 1040A form, an 
informational notice, and tips for 
completing the form. Persons who filed tax 
returns in 2006 will receive a different 
economic stimulus letter, Notice 1377, 
from the IRS. 
 
The IRS special mailing does not include 
low –wage workers without a filing 
requirement who may qualify for the 
payment, but may be unaware of the need 
to fill out a tax form to receive the 
payment. With many people potentially 
unaware of the stimulus payments, 
consumers are encouraged to reach out to 
friends and family members and make 
them aware of the payments and the 
necessity of filing a tax return in order to 
be eligible.  

As the tax filing deadline draws nearer, the 
Better Business Bureau reminds consumers to 
watch out for scams related to this tax rebate. 
Consumers should beware of individuals who 
contact them by phone or email purporting to 
be from the IRS. The IRS will ONLY contact 
consumers by mail, not by phone or email.  
According to the IRS: 
· Not everyone qualifies, but most who do will 
receive a minimum of $300. 
· The payment is not subject to federal taxes. 
· The payment will not reduce one’s 2007 tax 
refund or increase the amount owed when a 
2008 return is filed. 
· Eligible taxpayers don't need to do anything 
other than file a 2007 tax return. 
· All taxpayers must have a valid Social 
Security Number (SSN) in order to be eligible. 
· Children must have valid SSNs to qualify for 
an additional amount. 
· Taxpayers should keep a copy of the IRS 
notice they will receive later this year showing 
the amount of the payment.  
The most complete information about the 
payments can be found at www.irs.gov.  
 
Please visit www.bbb.org 
for more information 
about BBB. 
 
Nancy Crawford 
Director of Marketing & 
Communications 
BBB of the Mid-South 
March 27, 2008 

Wade Lunday and 
Associates Inc. 

Manufacturers Representatives 
Division 7 

 

 
 
 
 
  Firestone Building Products: 
 
   Single-Ply - EPDM, TPO, and PVC    

                Systems 
 Asphalt - BUR systems, SBS and  

           APP Modified Systems 
 Tapered and Flat Insulation Systems 

also  
  Georgia Pacific: Dens-Deck 
  Gibsom-Homans: Cements and 

Coatings 
 

Memphis  (901) 854-6746 
Little Rock  (870) 942-1463 

Fax  (870) 942-5810 
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Mr. Wolfe Goes To Washington  

 

 
Out of bounds 
In the early days of CSI there was plenty to 
do. Construction documents in that time 
were inconsistent in almost every way, 
even from a single office, as there were no 
standards for writing specifications or 
organizing construction information. I am 
awestruck at the audacity and vision of that 
original group, who recognized and 
analyzed the needs of the construction 
industry, stated the solution, and then 
adopted the following ambitious goals for 
the new organization: 

Better specification writing 
Simpler specifications 
Standardization of specifications for 

public works 
Standardization of building codes 
Greater efficiency and cost 

effectiveness throughout the 
industry 

What they wanted to do had obvious value. 
The fledgling organization had something 
to offer, and began to attract new members 
across the country. Chapters were popping 
up all over, and membership grew at an 
amazing rate. Much of the work done on 
CSI's standards was initiated by individual 
chapters, and members of many chapters 
wrote monographs and other documents 
that discussed a variety of construction 
products, and ways to improve the practice 
of writing specifications. During the next 
few decades, CSI successfully established 
standards that are used to this day - the 
Manual of Practice (now the PRM), 
MasterFormat, SectionFormat, and 
PageFormat.  Part of the reason for growth 
through the '90s was the absence of good 
source material. The lack of useful 
documents provided fertile ground for 
authors, and the adrenaline that is often 
found in young, rapidly growing 
organizations made active participation in 
CSI beyond the chapter level exciting, 
useful, and satisfying.  Design 
professionals wanted to learn how to 
specify so they could do their jobs better. 
Manufacturers wanted to offer information 
to design professionals in a format they 

could more easily use. And in the late '60s, 
a quiet revolution began: CSI began work 
on COMSPEC, which led to SPECTEXT, 
and AIA began development of 
MASTERSPEC. These products made it 
possible for anyone to at least start with a 
document that closely complied with CSI's 
standards.  As manufacturers' documents 
improved, and as more design firms chose 
to use commercial master guide 
specifications, the demand for member 
involvement in technical documents 
decreased. Prior to that time, technical 
dissertations had great value, but as 
information became readily available the 
need for personal evaluation and comment 
essentially vanished.  CSI chapters 
continued to work on SpecGUIDEs, 
documents intended to help specifiers 
understand more about construction 
products. These guides, which enjoy a 
mythical stature, were of little value, but 
were widely regarded as a good way for 
chapters to continue working on technical 
documents. For a variety of good reasons, 
the plug was pulled, and the SpecGUIDE 
program was terminated in 1997. 
In the years immediately following the 
demise of SpecGUIDEs, chapters across 
the country looked to Institute for 
something "technical" to do. Given the 
origin of early CSI documents - individual 
or small group effort - it was evident that a 
vast chasm had developed between chapter 
and Institute technical activities. With 
reasonably good literature available from 
manufacturers, and the apparent 
elimination of the need to learn how to 
write specifications, it seemed there was 
nothing left for individuals or chapters to 
do.  In the last ten years, the Institute 
Technical Committee made a number of 
attempts at revitalizing technical activity. 
Many suggestions were made, but there 
was no response, and eventually the cry for 
something to do faded away. 
Today, many chapters have technical 
committee chairs, but no committees, and 
others have given up all pretense. With a 
few notable exceptions, those chapter 
technical committees that still exist have 
been relatively inactive.  The question, 
then, is this: Is there anything "technical" 
that members, chapters, or regions can do? 
The answer: Yes!  Most of our members 

have probably had occasion to use or at 
least look at two web-based knowledge 
resources, Wikipedia and Wiktionary. 
Wikis are collaborative websites that can 
be edited by anyone. At first that sounds a 
bit scary, but the websites are not complete 
anarchy. Contributors' statements may be 
challenged by anyone, and the process 
leads to consensus on any given subject.  
During the past year or so, several 
members have considered establishing a 
wiki as a forum for CSI, where ideas and 
information could be posted, discussed, 
and developed. Fortunately, at the same 
time, Institute staff was actually working 
on making CSIWiki a reality, and in 
February of this year it went live.  

Before announcing its existence, staff 
populated it with a collection of existing 
(old) documents, including monographs 
and SpecGUIDEs. The bad news is that 
most of these documents need to be 
updated, verified, and reorganized to make 
them more useful. The good news is that 
most of these documents need to be 
updated, verified, and reorganized. Even 
better, not all subjects are covered.  As 
noted, the wiki provides a collaborative 
environment, where anyone can add or 
change information. Contributors are asked 
to provide references to allow others to 
verify information, and each page has a 
related discussion area where behind-the-
scenes debates can take place.  CSIWiki is 
a potential goldmine of opportunity for all 
members. Industry and design 
professionals alike can contribute technical 
information and add comments from their 
experience. There is an almost infinite 
amount of work to be done, as new 
products and processes are introduced and 
old ones are changed. CSIWiki can become 
the one place to go for definitive 
information about the construction industry 
- but it won't happen without your help. 
We don't have the staff to take on such a 
monumental task, but more important, you 
are the ones with the knowledge that is 
needed to make it a success.  In this time of 
declining membership, this is the first and  
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CSI Memphis Chapter Membership Report 
April Membership Anniversaries: 
 
Charles Cooper—22 years 
Christie Bond—24 years 
Danny Moeschle—3 years 
Dennis King—2 years 
Gary Cofer—14 years 
Jim Frasca—3 years 
John Walpole—19 years 
Ken Argroves—1 year 
Mary Delperdang—1 year 
Michael Earps—2 years 
Randy Marchbanks—12 years 
William Warner—20 years 
 
Congratulations to those who celebrated their April 
membership anniversary with the Memphis Chapter!  
 
Welcome New Members! 
 
Carl Whitz 
 

Thank you all for your continued support and dedication to CSI 
and the Memphis Chapter.  See you at the Spaghetti Warehouse for 
the April Membership meeting! 

A breakdown of membership types are listed below: 
 
Total: 143 (100%) 
Associate Members—8 (5.6%) 
Industry Retired Members—1 (0.7%) 
Professional Members—49 (34.3%) 
Industry Emeritus Members—3 (2.1%) 
Professional Retired Members—1 (0.7%) 
Professional Emeritus Members—4 (2.8%) 
Intermediate Members—5 (3.5%) 
Industry Members—53 (37.1%) 
Student Members—19 (13.3%) 

only activity that is available to all members. 
Common complaints from members who don't 
attend chapter functions are lack of time or 
money, inconvenient meeting locations, and 
inability of committees to get things done. None 
of those objections apply to this project. You 
can work on it from home, from your office, or 
anywhere you have Internet access. You can do 
it in the morning, at lunch, on the bus, or any-
where. You don't even need to be online to 
write your contributions.  
But, even though it can be an individual effort, 
contributions also can be made by groups. 
Groups can be made up of members of a single 
chapter, but a virtual group can have members 
from anywhere. No matter what your specialty 
is, you can hook up with a peer in the next 
house or in a different country. 

In the good old days, chapter and region techni-
cal committees were busy putting their collec-
tive wisdom in print in an effort to help the en-
tire industry. The electronic equivalent is now 
available. Let's get back to the good old days, 
and work together toward our original goals of 
better construction documents. 
. 
Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA 
Institute Director, North Central Region, CSI 

Mr. Wolfe continued Fun Photos Just for Laughs 

Photo provided via web source courtesy of 
Jammie Smith, CSI 

Amazing Advertising & 
Height of Creativity 



MEMPHIS CHAPTER LEADERSHIP ‘07-’08 

President John Bigham jbigham@bighamroof.com ph: 901-606-8254 fx: 901.465.8039 
President-Elect Gary Copeland gcopeland@hbginc.com ph: 901-525-2557 fx: 901-521-6903 
Vice President - Industry Dirk Veteto dlveteto@yahoo.com ph: 901-601-0694 fx: 901-774-7327 
Vice President - Prof. Gary Cofer gngcofer@bellsouth.net ph: 901-388-8687 fx: - 
Secretary Jay Sweeney jsweeney@trojungbrannen.com ph: 901-2609673 fx: 901-521-1337 
Assistant Secretary    
Treasurer      Harvey Wilmoth       hwilmoth@pickeringinc.com         ph: 901-726-0810   fx: 901-272-6911 
Assistant Treasurer     Wally Bostelmann    wjbost@bellsouth.net          ph:-901-877-3681   fx:- 
Past President Rob Huserik rhuserik@hbginc.com ph: 901-577-0582 fx: 901-529-0889 
Student President Alzbeta Bowden abowden@memphis.edu ph: 901-849-4002 fx: - 

OFFICERS 

05-08 Professional Byron Graves bgraves6@bellsouth.net ph: 901-386-6779  fx: - 
05-08 Industry Wally Bostelmann wjbost@bellsouth.net ph. 901-877-3681 fx. 901-877-3769 
06-09 Professional Ronald M. Roberts ronr5929@yahoo.com ph: 901-497-5506 fx: 901-850-1367  
06-09 Industry Greg Campbell greg@campbellroofing.com ph: 901-372-8400 fx: 901-372-8404 
07-10 Professional Pam Davidson pdavidson@allenhoshall.com ph: 901-261-4671 fx: 901-683-1001 
07-10 Industry Mike Eckles meckles@assaabloydss.com ph: 901-861-1545 fx: 901-861-1546 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Academic Affairs Robert Huserik rhuserik@hbginc.com ph: 901-577-0582 fx: 901-529-0889 
Awards Noah Beach contact@livetogive.net ph: 901-396-8866 fx: 901.396.8889 
Banquet/Christmas Robert Huserik rhuserik@hbginc.com ph: 901-577-0582 fx: 901-529-0889 
Certification Joe Cavallo jcavallo@trojungbrannen.com ph: 901-260-9625 fx: 901-531-1337 
Chapter Operations Jim Neison jimneison@bellsouth.net ph: 901-754-6571 fx: - 
Conferences/Conventions Danny Clark ndidanny@bellsouth.net ph: 901-774-8150 fx: 901-774-7327 
Database Tanya Guidry tanya_guidry@hilton.com ph: 901-374-6135 fx: 901-374-5190 
Education Ronnie Bonner rbonner@hbginc.com ph: 901-525-2557 fx: 901-521-6903 
Fellowship Wally Bostelmann wjbost@bellsouth.net ph. 901-877-3681 fx. 901-877-3769 
Finance Jim Neison jimneison@bellsouth.net ph: 901-754-6571 fx: - 
Golf Tournament Greg Campbell greg@campbellroofing.com ph: 901-372-8400 fx: 901-372-8404 
Historian Ronald M. Roberts ronr5929@yahoo.com ph: 901-497-5506 fx: 901-850-1367 
Membership Dirk Veteto dlveteto@yahoo.com ph: 901-601-0694 fx: - 
Magazine Advertisements Greg Campbell greg@campbellroofing.com ph: 901-372-8400 fx: 901-372-8404 
Magazine Editor Kamesha Hervey khervey@lrk.com ph: 901-521-1440 fx: 901-525-2760 
Nomination Gary Copeland gcopeland@hbginc.com ph: 901-525-2557 fx: 901.529.0889 
Planning Robert Huserik rhuserik@hbginc.com ph: 901-577-0582 fx: 901-529-0889 
Product Display Show Ronald M. Roberts ronr5929@yahoo.com ph: 901-497-5506 fx: 901-850-1367  
Programs Gary Copeland gcopeland@hbginc.com ph: 901-525-2557 fx: 901.529.0889 
Publicity Carl Drennan cdrennan@campbellroofing.com ph: 901-372-8400 fx: 901-372-8404 
Scholarship Jack Moran moransales@bellsouth.net ph: 901-566-1070 fx: 901-566-1074 
Table Top John Bigham jbigham@bighamroof.com ph: 901-606-8254 fx: 901.465.8039 
Technical Dexter Varnell dvarnell@dextervarnell.com ph: 901-753-7677 fx: 901.728.4269 
Bylaws/Chap. Oper. Guide Byron Graves bgraves6@bellsouth.net ph: 901-386-6779  fx: - 
Web Management Scott G. Guidry sguidry@midsouth.rr.com ph: 901-507-4412 fx: 901-527-5018 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

PAGE 15 THE MEMPHIS PERSPECTIVE 

President Kevin D. Corkern kcorkern@comcast.net ph: 615.517.5184 fx: 615.292.3288 
Vice President Keith West keith@westarchspec.com ph: 601.982.1601 fx; 601.982.1684 

REGION DIRECTORS 
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DEMPSIE B. MORRISON SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION  
2008 

 
PLATINUM 
 
FARRELL-CALHOUN   INDUSTRY 
GARY M. COPELAND   PROFESSIONAL 
HARVEY WILMOTH   PROFESSIONAL 
JOHN & SHIRLEY BIGHAM   PROFESSIONAL 
JOHN J. CAMPBELL COMPANY  INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL GUARD PRODUCTS  INDUSTRY 
ROOF CONSULTANTS, INC.   PROFESSIONAL 
RONALD M. ROBERTS   PROFESSIONAL 
RONN & JAN PERKINS   PROFESSIONAL 
THE CRUMP FIRM    PROFESSIONAL 
 
GOLD 
 
ANONYMOUS    PROFESSIONAL 
CARL E. DRENNAN, JR.   INDUSTRY 
DILLARD DOOR & SECURITY  INDUSTRY 
GARY COFER    PROFFESSIOAL 
JIM LUTZ     PROFESSIONAL 
LOONEY RICKS KISS   PROFESSIONAL 
MICHAEL L. DRENNAN, D.V.M.  PROFESSIONAL 
PICKERING FIRM    PROFESSIONAL 
SELF TUCKER    PROFESSIONAL 
WILLIAM R. EADES, JR.   PROFESSIONAL 
 
SILVER 
 
ALLEN & HOSHALL   PROFESSIONAL 
DEXTER L. VARNELL   PROFESSIONAL 
GREGORY L. CAMPBELL   INDUSTRY 
JOSEPH J. CAVALLO   PROFESSIONAL 
MMH HALL    PROFESSIONAL 
MORAN SALES    INDUSTRY 
S B GROUP    INDUSTRY 
STEVE & DEIDRE MANGIN   PROFESSIONAL 
THE BREWER FIRM   PROFESSIONAL 
T R O  JUNG/BRANNEN   PROFESSIONAL 
 
MEMORIALS: 
 
JOHN D. NORMAN, CSI,CCS,CCCA,CCPR PROFESSIONAL 
By:  Carl E. Drennan, Jr.,CSI and The Crump Firm 
TED BLACK, Steel & Roof Structures Corp. INDUSTRY 
By:    Carl E. Drennan, Jr.,CSI   

901–323–1155 
3163 Poplar Avenue 
Memphis, TN 38111 

Architectural Paints 
Industrial Coatings 
Floor Surfaces 
Specifications Services 
Decorator Services 
Planning Samples and Tests 

David Ozment 

Broad, Highest 
Quality Product 
Line 


