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The Memphis PerSPECtive is published ten times a year by 
the Memphis Chapter of the Construction Specifications 
Institute. Appearance of products or services, name or 
editorial copy does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Memphis Chapter of CSI nor any of its members. 

Circulation of The Memphis PerSPECtive includes over 275 
people consisting of members of the Memphis Chapter of 
CSI, members of the Memphis AIA Chapter, CSI Regional 
editors, the CSI Institute and other interested persons 
nationwide. To be included on future mailings, forward your 
name and address and a check for $25.00 to the following 
address: 

The Memphis PerSPECtive 
P.O. Box 172349 

Memphis, TN 38187-2349 
You may also access a complimentary copy of The Memphis 
PerSPECtive online at www.csimemphis.org. 

THE MAGAZINE 

THE INSTITUTE 
Construction Specifications Institute 

99 Canal Center Plaza, Suite 300 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

www.csinet.org 
Founded in 1948, the Construction Specifications Institute is 
a not-for-profit technical organization dedicated to the 
advancement of construction technology through 
communication, research, education and service. CSI serves 
the interests of architects, engineers, specifiers, contractors, 
product manufacturers and others in the construction 
industry. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Architects, engineers, contractors, and manufacturers—
19,000 members strong—are in touch with one another 
through their Construction Specifications Institute 
membership. CSI provides contacts in the construction 
industry as well as provides you up-to-date information to 
help you do your job efficiently and effectively.  Yearly 
Institute membership fee for Professional, Industry, or 
Associate is $210 plus $30 Memphis Chapter fee = $240; 
Institute membership fee for Intermediate is $95 plus $30 
Memphis Chapter fee = $125.00; and Institute membership 
fee for students is $26 plus $10 Memphis Chapter = $36. 
 

Membership Info. - Dirk Veteto 

MAGAZINE ADVERTISING 
The advertising rates for 10 issues of The Memphis 
PerSPECtive in printed version and as published on the CSI 
Memphis Chapter website (www.csimemphis.org) are as 
follows: 

 5 Issues 10 Issues 
Business Card Size $   100 $   175 
One-Fourth Page $   245 $   430 
One-Third Page $   330 $   575 
One-Half Page $   490 $   860 
Full Page  $   900 $1,600 

Get your company’s name in front of a variety of industry 
professionals—check out our magazine’s circulation. 

Advertising Info. Contact - Greg Campbell  

For contact information on any Board Member or 
Committee Chair, see inside the back cover for a complete 

listing including phone and fax numbers as well as 
available email addresses. 

SUBMITTING ARTICLES 
Readers are encouraged to submit articles of interest within 
the construction industry to The Memphis PerSPECtive for 
publishing. Articles on individual projects whether currently 
in design, under construction or recently completed, are 
welcome. Any such article and its related photographs must 
be submitted... 

before the 20th of the month preceding publication 
...in order to meet production deadlines. Any articles, 
submissions or program inserts should be forwarded to the 
following address: 

The Memphis PerSPECtive 
Attn: Kamesha Hervey 

1631 Foster Avenue 
Memphis, TN 38106 

email: khervey@lrk.com 
Articles and photographs are requested to be submitted in 
electronic form on disk or by email. Microsoft Word 
formatting for articles is most appreciated. If paper 
photographs are forwarded, please note if the originals are to 
be returned.  

Magazine Info. Contact - Kamesha Hervey 

TABLE TOP DISPLAY AT MEETINGS 
At each monthly meeting, the Chapter encourages Industry 
Members to provide a table display of their product and/or 
services for inspection and education of those attending the 
meeting. After the meal and prior to the program, the 
displayer will be given three minutes to address the group. 
The table display is also encouraged to be represented during 
the social hour and after the program for any questions by 
the attendees.  

The presentation fee for this time is $75.00. 

Table Top Info. - John Bigham 
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Schedule At A Glance 

  11—(CDT) Study Course: Session 6 
 
 13—Spec Wizards at 12 noon (Zinnie’s East) 

 
17—Board of Directors Meeting at 5:30p,  
(The Bar-B-Q Shop) 
 
18—Chapter Annual Products Display Show 
             4:30p-8:30p at the Agricenter 

 
20—Construction Document Technologist (CDT) 
Study Course: Session 7 

MARCH 2008 

Please visit csimemphis.org for the latest 
information on all CSI Memphis Chapter activities. 

5—CDT Study Course: Session 2 

12—CDT Study Course: Session 3 

14—Spec Wizards at 12 noon (Zinnie’s East) 

18—Board of Director’s Meeting at 5:30 pm, 
(The Bar-B-Q Shop) 

21—CSI Memphis Chapter Meeting    
(Spaghetti Warehouse, 40 W. Huling Ave.) 

26—CDT Study Course: Session 5 

FEBRUARY 2008 

All about the Institute, the Chapter, the Magazine 
 and Table Top Displays at Meetings 
This Month’s Chapter Meeting 
Schedule at a Glance  
Student President’s Message 
February Meeting: Earthquake 
CSI Memphis January Membership Meeting 
A Call To Mentorship: “Connections” 
Products Display Show 2008—Agricenter International 
Mr. Wolfe Goes To Washington 
CSI Memphis Membership Report 
Memphis Chapter Leadership 07’-08’ 

Thursday, February 21, 2008 
 

The Spaghetti Warehouse 
40 W. Huling Ave. 

Memphis, TN 38103 
(901) 521-0907 

 

“Earthquake—A Whole Lot of 
Shaking Going On” 

 
Presented By: 

 Jim Wilkinson 
Executive Director of the Central U.S. 

Earthquake Consortium (CUSEC) 
 

Social 5:30pm—6:30pm 
Dinner 6:30pm—7:30pm 
Program 7:30pm—8:30pm 

 
 Cost Per Member or Guest:  $20  
  Cost per Student:  $10     
 

 *Reservations are requested three days in advance. 
       Call Pam Davidson (901) 261-4671 for reservations! 

Cover Photo Courtesy of:  http://www.sciencephoto.com/
media/about_spl/press_releases/earthquake.jpg 
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President’s Message 

It's the little details that are vital. Little 
things make big things happen.  
    
   John Wooden  
 
Without realizing it, the construction 
industry lives through details. It is the 
little things, connections, parts, or the 
little people that are able to create the 
‘big’ things which surround us on our 
every day’s journey.  
 
I felt great excitement when the CSI 
student officers agreed on the theme of 
Details for this year’s Products Display 
Show. Details, standing alone, distant 
from each other, don’t really mean much, 
however, once there are more of them, 
their strength and importance grows and 
finally achieves the point of creation of 
something new.  
 
The lives of CSI professionals, as well as 
all architecture students, are assembled 

from everyday little tasks and goals. We 
all live in details and collect, trade  and 
pamper these.  I am proud that our CSI 
students showed, once again, their 
creativity and great talent in the Products 
Display Show Poster Design 
Competition 2008. All of the five entries, 
in my opinion, should deserve a prize; 
however, only one can be the winner. 
Congratulations to Daniel Reilly for 
creating such a great poster! It will 
greatly represent our CSI chapter, as well 
as the entire construction industry. Let me 
extend my sincere thanks to Kasia, Kate, 
Linda and Philip for their participation in 
the competition.  
 
The design and construction of the 
student booth is being pursued, causing 
challenges and bringing excitement into 
the Architecture department at the 
University of Memphis. As always, we 
will be ready to present to all of you our 
best work and learn from your 

professional experiences and advice.  
 
For Friday, January 28th, the CSI-S 
officers have planned a fun afternoon for 
architecture, interior design and 
engineering students, with a CSI 
Scavenger Hunt and Pizza. Images of 
this event will be provided in the next 
issue of PerSpective.  
 
Our student chapter is proud to host a 
lecture by Julie Varnado, representing 
Farrell Calhoun Paint, on February 
28th, at 12 noon. I would like to invite all 
of you to come over to Jones Hall 407 
and chat with the students about your 
profession. It could be a great 
opportunity to meet the youth within our 
CSI chapter and possibly find a mentee.  
 
Did you have time to think about ‘How 
much are Details important?’ Yes, you 
are absolutely right, they are 
everywhere, just look around.  

Student President’s Message 

Professor Michael Hagge, at our January 
chapter meeting, gave us a most 
informative presentation on the 
University of Memphis Architecture 
Program. (See page ***)  For some time, 
I have been wondering just what was 
going on in Jones Hall, and so was very 
pleased to hear this presentation.  We 
also voted on the Product Display Show 
student posters.  The presentation was 
great; the posters were great; and 
attendance was great.  There were at 
least 63 people in attendance, 53 of 
whom had dinner.  We are very happy to 
have a big crowd for chapter meetings.  
We are even happier when we know how 
big the crowd will be ahead of time.  
Thursday morning we had only 30 
reservations.  The Spaghetti Warehouse 
was able to accommodate us, and the 
manager told me it was not a problem; 
however, the lighting was low, and I 
could not see whether he was speaking 
with clinched teeth.  Most other 
restaurants would not have been able to 
feed that many extra people so quickly.  
If we had been at a hotel, 23 people 
would have gone hungry.  Although I 

would not want to discourage anyone 
from coming who had a last minute 
change of plans; I think most of the 23 
could have called ahead of time.  If we 
are to be served on time and have the best 
seating arrangement for the size of the 
crowd, then call or e-mail at the very 
latest by 10:00 am Thursday, even if your 
president absent mindedly puts down an 
RSVP deadline two months early. 
 
Judging from responses I get from the 
monthly meeting e-mail announcements, 
some people believe I am sending them 
personal invitations.  To those I say, "Yes 
of course, they are personal invitations."  
And to those who are annoyed when they 
receive the same message two more times 
after making their reservations I say, 
"Only the first one was personal; the other 
two are mass mailings."  Sending the 
message out three times makes a 
difference.  Some people plan out their 
months; some plan their weeks; and some 
do not make a decision until the day 
before.  We are trying to accommodate 
everyone.  I try to put in the Subject Line 
of the e-mail enough information to tell 

you what it is 
about, so if you 
have already read 
the message, you 
know what the 
DELETE key is 
for. 
 
At least one 
announcement 
will be sent 
through the Institute website, and at least 
one is sent directly from my mailing list.  
The format of the one sent through the 
Institute website I have less control over, 
as you can see with the jumbled up 
message and funny characters, but this 
one includes new members who may not 
be in my mailing list.  There is a way to 
make it look nicer, which involves 
something called html code.  Unlike my 
predecessor, I am not of the generation 
that learned to text before it could talk.  
My brain is too full of valuable 
information like how to use a slide rule, 
how to start a car with a carburetor, and 
what 'Coming on like Gang Busters' 
really means.  I may get it by the end of 
my term, but bear with me. 

John Bigham, AIA RRC CCS  
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 The next chapter meeting will be 
February 21st beginning at 5:30 pm at 
the Spaghetti Warehouse, 40 West 
Huling Avenue. The program will be 
“Earthquake – A whole lot of shaking 
going on” and will be presented by Mr. 
Jim Wilkinson, Executive Director of 
the Central U S Earthquake 
Consortium (CUSEC). CUSEC is the 
partnership between the Federal 
government and 8 central states 
(Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri, and 
Tennessee) whose mission is “the 
reduction of deaths, injuries, property 
damage and economic losses resulting 
from earthquakes in the central U S. 
 
Topics to be covered: 
 
• Who is CUSEC 
ο Planned activities 
 Earthquake Awareness 
 Available Training   
 Overview of CUSEC/FEMA 

Catastrophic Planning Initiative 
Local Planning Efforts 
 
 

The Spaghetti Warehouse 
(40 W. Huling Avenue) 

 
The Spaghetti Warehouse 

Menu 
 

 

House salad, sourdough bread,  
and choice of soft drink 

  

Choice of entree: 
Spaghetti Feast 
Chicken Alfredo 

Chicken Parmesan 
Lasagna Platter 

  

Choice of Desert: 
Cheesecake, turtle cheesecake, 
tiramisu, lemon berry tiramisu, 
brownie, or chocolate sundae 

Gulf States  
Region  

Conference 2008 
 

The GSR Conference will be held here in 
Memphis  in August of 08.  If you would like 
to be on the committee, please contact Danny 

Clark at 901-774-8150 or x at 901-774-7327 or 
email at ndidanny@bellsouth.net. 

February Meeting: “Earthquake—A Whole Lot of Shaking Going On” 

Mr. Wilkinson has worked in the field 
of Emergency Management for the past 
fifteen years. He came to CUSEC in 
1994 as a Mitigation Specialist. His 
work consisted of coordinating efforts 
of seventeen states to develop an 
earthquake program that addresses the 
regional impact of earthquakes in the 
central U S using an all hazards 
approach. In December of 1999 he was 
appointed Executive Director of 
CUSEC. CUSEC’s goals are to 
promote the adoption of mitigation 
programs to reduce vulnerability, 
foster multi-state planning for response 
and recovery, and promoting the 
application of research and lessons 
learned to improve the level of 
preparedness.  
 
Mr. Wilkinson serves on the Missouri 
Insurance Earthquake Task Force, the 
Arkansas Governors Seismic Advisory 
Council, and The Board of Directors 
for the Center for Community 
Earthquake Preparedness at the 
University of Mississippi. He is a 
graduate of the University of Southern 
Mississippi with a degree in Urban & 
Regional Planning. 

 
Remember to make your 
reservation and wear your CSI 
lapel pin to be eligible to win the 
cash attendance incentive.  Call 
Pam Davidson at (901) 261-4671 
for reservations. 

President’s Message continued 

My mailing list may not include 
the newest members, but it does 
have many corrected addresses 
and others for whom the Institute 
does not have an email address.  
This brings up another point:  
Please make sure Institute does 
have you correct address.  Go to 
www.csinet.org.  If you have 
logged in before, a cookie on the 
same computer will automatically 
log you in.  If not, they will guide 
you through the process.  Go to 
'Modify your profile' where you 
may correct your address.  Also 
check the tab 'Supplementary in-
formation' to see whether the box 
'Do not E-mail' is checked.  Leav-
ing the box unchecked does not 
mean CSI is giving your address  
  

to inappropriate vendors; it just 
means that CSI, including your 
President using the Institute website, 
can email you.  In both cases, the 
announcements are sent out with 
email addresses concealed.  Not that 
I would suggest that anyone in the 
chapter would sell the addresses to a 
spammer, but if the Veterans Ad-
ministration can loose a laptop, so 
can you. 
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CSI Memphis January Membership Meeting 

Professor Michael Hagge delivers his presentation 
on the University of Memphis Architecture Program 

CSI Memphis membership turns out in over-
whelming  numbers for the evening’s events 

Mr. Thomas Mason introduces the 

Ron Roberts intro-
ducing this year’s 
CSI Memphis Prod-
ucts Display Show 
Poster Competition 
participants 

Ron Roberts and 
Alzbeta Bowden 
congratulating this 
year’s CSI Memphis 
Products Display 
Show Poster  
Competition winner 
Daniel Reilly 



Exterior Materials 
Construction Products 
4555 Damascus Rd. 
Memphis, TN 38118 
Phone 901-368-0620 
Fax: 901-368-0440 

 

 Your Architectural Division 7 SpecialistYour Architectural Division 7 Specialist  
*Distributing Dow Corning Silicone!! 

      **Rep/Distributor Carlisle-Syntec  
Single-Ply Roof Systems 

 
 Waterproofing * 3M Firestopping * Concrete Repair &  
Protection * Deck, Roof & Wall Coatings * Expansion  
Joints * Caulking & Sealants * Membrane Roofing * 
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 PAINTING 
 WATERPROOFING 

  CAULKING   
                 EPOXY FLOORING 
  

Superior Coatings & Sealants, 
Inc. 

 
FedEx Forum  *  Reed Arena Texas A&M  *  ASU Bioscience 
Dassault Falcon Jet  *  Baptist Hospital  *  St. Jude  *  Malco 

     Kellogg’s Plant  *  Panda Exhibit  *  Nike 
Shelby County Library  *  UT Medical Group  *  Kroger     

Federal Express  *  Uptown Square Apartments  *  Costco    
The Peabody Hotel  *  Schnucks  *  Rhodes College   

Forrest City Prison  *  Golden Moon Casino  *  Albertson’s 
Nissan Plant  *  Shiloh Foods  *  Medtronics  *  Sharp 

 
Distribution Centers:  Future Electronics  *  Williams Sonoma  
Freightliner  *  General Motors  *  UPS  *  Carhart  *  BMW 
Lucent Tech  *  Proctor & Gamble  *  Apollo Paper  *  Bosch 
Suzuki  *  Con-Agra  *  Brother  *  Hewlett Packard  *  Honda 

Barnes & Noble  *  Diesel Recon  *  Mazda  *  Best Buy 
Accredo Health  *  Cell Genesys  *  DFW Trade Center 

Patterson Warehouse  *  Pfizer  *  GlaxoSmithKline  *  Cintas 
 

 

Distributing For: 
• Dow Corning Silicone Sealants 
• Dow Corning Parking Structure Sealants 
• Vulkem/Tremco Polyurethane Sealants 
• Tremco Waterproofing Products 
• Polyguard Waterproofing Membranes 

A Call to Mentorship: “Don’t Delay. Sign Up Today!” 
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CSI Student Affiliate: The University of Memphis 

Jeff Johnson and Kirk Davis— The fun never stops around here! 

Margaret Bursi and Will Sealock— All Smiles, All the Time! 

Maya Brewer is equipped with the proper Architectural tools thanks 
to a winning race 
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CSI Student Affiliate: The University of Memphis 

Friday, January 25th marked the Annual CSI Student 
Affiliate Scavenger Hunt at the University of Memphis.  
With 30 students ready and set to go, the event kicked 
off at 12 noon with prizes sponsored by the Art Center 
of Memphis located on Union Avenue.  Despite the 
obstacles, extremely cold temperatures and a failed 
elevator delaying the delivered of the coveted pizza 
feast, the fun went forth! 
 
Hats off to the entire Officer Team for a tremendous 
effort on every account, and CONGRATULATIONS to 
each and every student who participated in this year’s 
event. 

Brittain Ball and Holly Hendrix are all smiles 
after a high speed race against the clock 

Daniel Reilly reviews the spoils after a 
 successful hunt for scavenger hunt clues 

Kelly May and Matt Sihvonen give this 
year’s event a two thumbs up! 

Daniel Reilly and Jonathan Birkholz—First Place Winners 

Darius Bounds and Chris Hayden—Third Place Winners Maya Brewer and Christin 
Mains—Second Place Winners 

A R C H I T E C T U R E 

Photographs Courtesy of Lauren Chapman, CSI-S 
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R E G I S T R A T I O N   F O R M  
TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 2008—MEMPHIS, TN—4:30pm-8:30pm 

BOOTH FEES: 
CSI MEMBERS $475.00 NON-MEMBERS $575.00 
EARLY PAYMENTS BY 12/31/2007 DEDUCT $25.00 
OR MULTIPLE BOOTHS DEDUCT 10% FROM BOOTH 
FEES 
 
 
BOOTH DETAILS: 
EACH 10’x10’ BOOTH SUPPLIED WITH ONE 
DRAPED TABLE (ADD $40.00 EA. ADDITIONAL 
TABLE), ONE ELECTRICAL OUTLET (IF NEEDED  
YES____  NO____ ), TWO CHAIRS, TWO NAME 
BADGES, AND ONE BOOTH SIGN 
 
 
BOOTH PREFERENCE (ON FIRST-RESERVED BASIS): 
 
1._____________        2. _____________   3. ____________ 
 
TOTAL NUMBER OF BOOTHS NEEDED:   ______________ 
TOTAL NUMBER OF TABLES NEEDED:    _______________   
 
 
BADGES NAMES (SUPPLIED 2 PER BOOTH, ADD $5.00 
EA. ADDITIONAL): 
 

 
1._________________________________________________  
 
 
2._________________________________________________  
 
 
3._________________________________________________  
           
 
4._________________________________________________  
 
 
5._________________________________________________  
             
 
6._________________________________________________  
 
 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
COMPANY NAME 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
BOOTH SIGN NAME 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
CITY 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
STATE     ZIP 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
CONTACT NAME 
                                             
__________________________________________________________ 
PHONE 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
FAX                                
 
__________________________________________________________ 
CSI MEMBER NO. 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
CONTACT E-MAIL 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
COMPANY WEB ADDRESS 
 

MEMPHIS CHAPTER OF THE  
CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS INSTITUTE 

FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION CONTACT  

 
Ron Roberts 

P 901.497.5506   F 901.850.1367 
ronr5929@yahoo.com 

 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

CSIMEMPHIS CHAPTER 
 

MAIL TO: CSI PRODUCTS SHOW SALES 
1758 NORTH REID HOOKER ROAD 

EADS, TN 38028 
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A Technical Review: Ensuring Compliances with Minimum 
Building Code Requirements Can Save Lives 

It seems more and more common to watch the 
TV news and see film footage of storm damage 
and tornados inflicting injury, death and 
property damage to West Tennesseans and the 
surrounding communities.  Maybe there are 
more storms in today’s world. Or maybe they 
are better reported in this day and age of instant 
and constant media coverage. Or, maybe it is 
the growing population of our once rural 
countryside where in the past the only injured 
parties after a storm were the bean fields or 
cotton fields or woods and forest where a 
tornado touching down left little imprint on our 
lives.  Whatever the reason, it seems that severe 
weather is a constant reminder of the frailty of 
man and man’s built environment against the 
power of Mother Nature.  When huge storms 
such as Hurricane Andrew slice across south 
Florida and destroy lives and homes it is 
considered an unavoidable act of nature.  When 
Katrina overran New Orleans, Nature’s wrath 
left not only the Crescent City but the entire 
costal region reeling from death and 
destruction.  The question is, “Can anything be 
done to prevent or at least limit or mitigate the 
devastating impact of such catastrophic acts of 
nature?”  The answer to the question is yes, and 
no.  There is nothing that can be done to prevent 
a tornado, or a hurricane or a flood or an 
earthquake or any acts of nature, and there is no 
way to control the velocity of the catastrophic 
events created by the physics and atmospheric 
chemistry of the heavens and earth.  “Can the 
catastrophe be mitigated or limited in its 
extent?” The answer is yes.  Cities, Towns, 
Counties, States and even the Federal 
Government are required to create and 
implement hazard mitigation plans that prepare 
for worse case scenarios ranging from train 
derailments containing railroad cars hauling 
hazardous materials, to flooding, to terrorist 
actions.  Hazardous mitigation plans are 
designed to put measures into place to limit 
damages and to bring order and a plan of action 
into play in the ensuing chaos that follows a 
disaster.  But one of the most crucial element in 
any hazard mitigation plan is a proactive step 
and is as follows:  
 
“ Each community should adopt and enforce a 

nationally recognized building code  
to ensure that buildings are initially built to 

meet minimum construction standards.” 
 

The critical word in this most crucial element of 
a hazard mitigation plan is the word “enforce”.  
It does no good to adopt a law which insures the 
most reasonable and complete efforts at 
protecting life safety in the built environment 
and ignore the implementation of such.  The 

next questions invariable surface:  What good 
does it do to spend extra money to comply with 
a building code and an earthquake opens up the 
ground and swallows the house? None, Nada, 
Zilch, Not a bit, Zero.  But recognize that from 
where the ground fault occurs the forces 
generated by the earthquake radiates out and 
lessens over distance. At some point the ground 
movement will generate lateral loads which can 
and will be withstood if the house is built to 
minimum building code standards. Without 
having the house built to meet minimum 
building code standards the circumference of 
the area destroyed by the event is much greater. 
My hope is that by the time a major earthquake 
occurs, I, my family and friends are all residing 
in homes built to minimum building code 
standards located at a distance from and 
earthquake epicenter where the ground motion 
has been dampened over distance to be no 
greater than the minimum design loads imposed 
by the building code.  What about that tornado? 
When a tornado touches down it creates a path 
of destruction. But somewhere out there on the 
fringes of the tornado the winds will not exceed  
the 90 mph design load wind speed specified by 
the code. If the homes are built to minimum 
code standards the path of destruction becomes 
a half a mile wide rather than a mile wide. I 
would hate to think my new home was hit by 
the 85 mph winds on the fringes of a tornado 
path and was destroyed because the home was 
not built to meet minimum building code 
standards. Or worse than the loss of a home is 
the loss of a loved one. How do you reconcile 
one death in a high wind or seismic event that 
could have been avoided by the contractor 
building to meet minimum building code 
standards?  There ought to be a law.  Well guess 
what???  The building code is the law, setting 
minimum building standards created to protect 
the life/safety of the public in the built 
environment.  There are currently building 
codes (laws) regulating construction in West 
Tennessee that are specifically relevant to the 
structural integrity of the building being capable 
of withstanding high winds and seismic activity, 
that are not being enforced.  When a major 
seismic event occurs (recognize not if, but 
when) in the West Tennessee area and when the 
next high wind event passes through and lives 
are lost and homes destroyed, who and what 
should be held accountable?  Mother Nature 
surely holds the majority of the blame, but the 
home builder that does not build to meet 
minimum construction standards, the designed 
that does not become educated to understand 
the minimum code limitations and the 
community that does not support the 
enforcement of the building codes are also 

accessory.  The following prescriptive 
limitations and requirements are found in the 
building codes  applicable to wood frame 
construction and are crucial to insuring 
structural stability in wood frame buildings by 
providing the ability of the building to 
withstand the minimum design high wind and 
seismic loads applicable to the region.   
 
1. Blocking of Floor Joist, Ceiling Joist and 
Rafters. 
2. Limitations on Maximum Wall Heights. 
3. Cutting and Notching of Plates and Studs. 
4. Wall Bracing Acceptable Types of Wall 
Bracing 
 -  Required Location of Wall Bracing 
 -  Minimum Percentages of Wall 
    Bracing 
 -  Acceptable Braces Wall Lines 
 -  Interior Braced Wall Lines 
 -  Brick/ Stone or Masonry Veneer 
    Effect on Wall Bracing. 
5. Foundation Widths. 
 
If you are not familiar with the minimum 
prescriptive requirements for wood frame 
construction detailed in the building code, you 
are contributing to the long standing ailment of 
status quo, where nothing ever changes and 
what was done in the past should always be 
good enough.  I bring this issue to your 
attention to educate your group about this 
shortcoming in the construction process in 
hopes that you will support and champion the 
implementation of changes necessary to ensure 
proper code compliant construction needed to 
protect the public.  Become educated in the 
current requirements found in the building 
codes and do your part to help to save lives and 
protect our communities. 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
J. Lynn Hicks, C.B.O. 
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Mr. Wolfe Goes To Washington  

 

 

 
Lost souls 
For as long as I can remember, we have had 
difficulty with our membership rosters. Not 
everyone has problems, of course; members of 
smaller chapters sometimes know everyone in 
their chapters, while those in the large chapters 
may never see some of their CSI colleagues.  
To most members, this is not all that important, 
but there are times when we need to know who 
is or is not in a chapter. For leaders, it is a very 
important matter, as they cannot address their 
chapter or region members if they don't know 
who they are.  In the good old days of paper 
records, chapter membership committees had 
no choice but to keep their own rosters. The 
normal delay in updating the Institute member 
records made the Institute roster useless for 
chapter needs, and there were countless 
differences between Institute and chapter 
member records. Since then, Institute staff has 
moved to computer databases, and has gone 
through a series of hardware and software 
upgrades.  Unfortunately, we still have 
discrepancies, for a variety of reasons. As many 
computer owners know, it isn't unusual to see 
loss or change of data after upgrading hardware 
or software. In most cases, though, upgrading 
either works or it doesn't; the data is there and 
correct, or it's gone, leaving you wishing you 
had backed it up. Random, hard-to-find errors 
do occur, but they are unusual.  The advantages 
of electronic databases come at a price. Because 
computers are so good, we have come to rely 
on them, forgetting the old computer adage, 
"Garbage in, garbage out." It's easy to blame the 
computer for inaccurate data, but in the vast 
majority of cases, it is a result of human error. 
Here, too, it's easy to pass the buck and blame 
those who directly maintain the database, but 
it's often the members themselves who create 
problems or unknowingly allow them to exist.  
As noted in "Santa's helpers" (last month's 
MWGTW), our staff at Institute headquarters is 
doing a pretty good job for us. Yes, they do 
make mistakes, but instead of blaming them for 
everything, I believe each chapter should accept 
some responsibility and verify its members' 
information in the Institute database. I know 
some chapters do work at keeping accurate 
records, but I suspect the majority of chapters 
have not been so diligent.  
I recently reviewed my region's member 
information and found numerous mistakes and 

anomalies; I expect other regions will find the 
same. Rather than complain about the problems, 
I would like to see a concerted effort to update 
and maintain the Institute database. To succeed, 
all chapters must be involved.  I ask chapter 
membership chairs to start by obtaining the 
Institute member information, not for their 
chapters, but for their regions. As noted, there 
are many errors in the database, and it would 
not be surprising to find that some members are 
listed as members of the wrong chapter, or even 
the wrong region. The only way to know is to 
match the Institute records with those of the 
chapters.  We talk a lot about communication, 
but we cannot communicate effectively with 
our own members if we don't know who they 
are. We also cannot communicate with them if 
they don't want to listen. Membership chairs, 
when you get your region information, look 
carefully at the "don't talk to me" options. I was 
surprised to see how many members apparently 
do not want to receive information from CSI. 
According to the member database, of the 2,300 
North Central Region members, nearly half 
don't want bulk mail, 500 don't want e-mail, 
200 don't want to be in the member directory, 
and 50 don't want to be called. Skimming 
through the records, I found two chapter 
presidents, as well as 
two of my own 
chapter's committee 
chairs, who apparently 
don't want to be 
contacted by any 
means!  I suspect many 
members don't know 
about those options; I 
do know they can be 
accidentally changed. A 
little over a year ago, 
after having received e-
mail from Institute for 
many years, I got a few 
calls from members of 
my region, asking about 
a specific e-mail they 
had received from 
Institute. Being a 
member of CSI's board 
of directors, I was a 
little surprised that I 
had not seen the e-mail 
in question. After 
calling customer 
service, I was told that 
my member record 
indicated I did not want 
to receive e-mail from 
CSI. It's unlikely that 
the option changed on 
its own, more likely it 

was accidentally changed while something else 
was done to the record. I might have done it 
myself! Although they are intended to be user-
friendly, interfaces with check boxes, drop-
down menus, and pick lists are almost as easy to 
mess up as those that require text entry. 
Now that our chapter membership chairs have 
accepted my challenge, and are working on 
their chapters' records (you are, aren't you?), I'll 
go one step further, and ask you to go to the 
Institute website to verify the information that is 
in your record. It takes just a couple of minutes, 
and you may be surprised at what you find.  
And please - when you change jobs, move to a 
new location, or get a new e-mail address or 
phone number - please, please return to the 
database and update your records! 

Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA 
Institute Director, North Central Region, CSI 

1717 KIRBY PARKWAY, SUITE 200 . MEMPHIS, TN 38120 
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CSI Memphis Chapter Membership Report 
February Membership Anniversaries: 
 
Alzbeta Bowden—3 years 
Carl Drennan, Jr.—28 
years 
Colby Mitchell—1 year 
Gary Wagoner—19 years 
Holly Hendrix—1 year 
Kasia Zycinska—2 years 
Kate Bidwell—1 year 
Kenneth Malone—19 
years 
Mark Wilson—1 year 
Nadia Rachel—2 years 
Phil Hook—18 years 
Rachel Wilson—4 years 
Randall Haynes—1 year 
Ronald Meade—2 years 
Rusty Hollingsworth—6 
years 
Ryan Dobbs—1 year 
Sandy Jones—9 years 
Shirley Clark—17 years 
Stephen Harrell—1 year 
Wade Brewer—32 years 
 
Congratulations to those who celebrated their 
February membership anniversary with the 
Memphis Chapter.  
 
 
 

Contact AIA Memphis - your local  
distributor - at (901) 525-3818 

Thank you all for your support and dedication to CSI 
and the Memphis Chapter.  See you at The Spaghetti 
Warehouse for the February Membership Meeting. 

A breakdown of membership 
types are listed below: 
 
Total: 147 (100%) 
Associate Members—6 (3.9%) 
Industry Retired Members—1 
(0.7%) 
Professional Members—57 
(37.3%) 
Industry Emeritus Members—3 
(2.0%) 
Professional Retired Members—2 
(1.3%) 
Professional Emeritus Mem-
bers—4 (2.6%) 
Intermediate Members—5 (3.3%) 
Industry Members—55 (35.9%) 
Student Members—20 (13.1%) 901–323–1155 

3163 Poplar Avenue 
Memphis, TN 38111 

Architectural Paints 
Industrial Coatings 
Floor Surfaces 
Specifications Services 
Decorator Services 
Planning Samples and Tests 

David Ozment 

Broad, Highest 
Quality Product 
Line 



MEMPHIS CHAPTER LEADERSHIP ‘07-’08 

President John Bigham jbigham@bighamroof.com ph: 901-606-8254 fx: 901.465.8039 
President-Elect Gary Copeland gcopeland@hbginc.com ph: 901-525-2557 fx: 901-521-6903 
Vice President - Industry Dirk Veteto dlveteto@yahoo.com ph: 901-601-0694 fx: 901-774-7327 
Vice President - Prof. Gary Cofer gngcofer@bellsouth.net ph: 901-388-8687 fx: - 
Secretary Louis Medcalf lmedcalf@hbginc.com ph: 901-525-2557 fx: 901-521-6903 
Assistant Secretary    
Treasurer      Harvey Wilmoth       hwilmoth@pickeringinc.com         ph: 901-726-0810   fx: 901-272-6911 
Assistant Treasurer     Wally Bostelmann    wjbost@bellsouth.net          ph:-901-877-3681   fx:- 
Past President Rob Huserik rhuserik@hbginc.com ph: 901-577-0582 fx: 901-529-0889 
Student President Alzbeta Bowden abowden@memphis.edu ph: 901-849-4002 fx: - 

OFFICERS 

05-08 Professional Byron Graves bgraves6@bellsouth.net ph: 901-386-6779  fx: - 
05-08 Industry Wally Bostelmann wjbost@bellsouth.net ph. 901-877-3681 fx. 901-877-3769 
06-09 Professional Ronald M. Roberts ronr5929@aol.com ph: 901-497-5506 fx: 901-850-1367  
06-09 Industry Greg Campbell greg@campbellroofing.com ph: 901-372-8400 fx: 901-372-8404 
07-10 Professional Pam Davidson pdavidson@allenhoshall.com ph: 901-261-4671 fx: 901-683-1001 
07-10 Industry Jon Schrack jonathans@att.net ph: 901-484-4273 fx: - 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Academic Affairs Robert Huserik rhuserik@hbginc.com ph: 901-577-0582 fx: 901-529-0889 
Awards Noah Beach contact@livetogive.net ph: 901-396-8866 fx: 901.396.8889 
Banquet/Christmas Robert Huserik rhuserik@hbginc.com ph: 901-577-0582 fx: 901-529-0889 
Certification Joe Cavallo jcavallo@trojungbrannen.com ph: 901-260-9625 fx: 901-531-1337 
Chapter Operations Jim Neison jimneison@bellsouth.net ph: 901-754-6571 fx: - 
Conferences/Conventions Danny Clark ndidanny@bellsouth.net ph: 901-774-8150 fx: 901-774-7327 
Database Tanya Guidry tanya_guidry@hilton.com ph: 901-374-6135 fx: 901-374-5190 
Education Ronnie Bonner rbonner@hbginc.com ph: 901-525-2557 fx: 901-521-6903 
Fellowship Wally Bostelmann wjbost@bellsouth.net ph. 901-877-3681 fx. 901-877-3769 
Finance Jim Neison jimneison@bellsouth.net ph: 901-754-6571 fx: - 
Golf Tournament Greg Campbell greg@campbellroofing.com ph: 901-372-8400 fx: 901-372-8404 
Historian Ronald M. Roberts ronr5929@yahoo.com ph: 901-497-5506 fx: 901-850-1367 
Membership Dirk Veteto dlveteto@yahoo.com ph: 901-601-0694 fx: - 
Magazine Advertisements Greg Campbell greg@campbellroofing.com ph: 901-372-8400 fx: 901-372-8404 
Magazine Editor Kamesha Hervey khervey@lrk.com ph: 901-521-1440 fx: 901-525-2760 
Nomination Gary Copeland gcopeland@hbginc.com ph: 901-525-2557 fx: 901.529.0889 
Planning Robert Huserik rhuserik@hbginc.com ph: 901-577-0582 fx: 901-529-0889 
Product Display Show Ronald M. Roberts ronr5929@yahoo.com ph: 901-497-5506 fx: 901-850-1367  
Programs Gary Copeland gcopeland@hbginc.com ph: 901-525-2557 fx: 901.529.0889 
Publicity Carl Drennan cdrennan@campbellroofing.com ph: 901-372-8400 fx: 901-372-8404 
Scholarship Jack Moran moransales@bellsouth.net ph: 901-566-1070 fx: 901-566-1074 
Table Top John Bigham jbigham@bighamroof.com ph: 901-606-8254 fx: 901.465.8039 
Technical Dexter Varnell dvarnell@dextervarnell.com ph: 901-753-7677 fx: 901.728.4269 
Bylaws/Chap. Oper. Guide Byron Graves bgraves6@bellsouth.net ph: 901-386-6779  fx: - 
Web Management Scott G. Guidry sguidry@midsouth.rr.com ph: 901-507-4412 fx: 901-527-5018 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
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President Kevin D. Corkern kcorkern@comcast.net ph: 615.517.5184 fx: 615.292.3288 
Vice President Keith West keith@westarchspec.com ph: 601.982.1601 fx; 601.982.1684 

REGION DIRECTORS 
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Platinum 
Asset Recovery & Appraisal   Industry 
Bigham Roof Consulting   Professional 
Brenda Page    Professional 
Charles F. Cooper    Industry 
Gates Lumber Company   Professional 
Harvey & Carol Wilmoth   Professional 
Hnedak Bobo Group   Professional 
John J. Campbell Company   Industry 
National Guard Products   Industry 
Ronn Perkins    Professional 
Roof Consultants, Inc.   Professional 
Scott & Tanya Guidry   Professional  
The Crump Firm    Professional 
Vintage Homes    Industry 
 
GOLD 
Anonymous    Professional 
Dillard Door & Security   Industry 
Dirk Veteto    Industry 
Gary M. Copland    Professional 
Michael L. Drennan, D.V.M.   Professional 
Moran Sales Associates   Industry 
Pickering Firm    Professional 
Ronald M. Roberts    Professional 
Tim Michael    Professional 
William R. Eades, JR.   Professional 
 

SILVER 
Allen & Hoshall    Professional 
Carl E. Drennan, JR.   Industry 
Danny & Bridget Clark   Industry 
Dexter L. Varnell    Professional 
Joseph J. Cavallo    Professional 
The Brewer Firm    Professional 
 
MEMORIALS 
John D. Norman, CSI,CCS,CCCA,CCPR Professional 
By: Carl E. Drennan, Jr., CSI and Donald W. Manley, FCSI 
 
John M. Boren, President of B Four Plied Co. Industry 
By: John T. Bigham, AIA, RRC, CCS 


